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TO THE PUBLIC. 

The reason* which compel the publication of the following cor¬ 
respondence will be found in the reply (No. XII.) to the commu¬ 
nication received from Lieutenant-Colonel de Winton, It. A., the 
Oovemor General’s Secretary. 

The “Death and Mutilation Roll” is very incomplete, but suf¬ 
ficiently harrowing to arouse public sympathy and suggest active 
inquiry. h. y. H. 



NO. I. 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE. 

MEMORANDUM. 


From John Lowe to Henry Youle Hind, Ebw., &c. &c., 

Windsor, N. S. 

You state, on the 4th page of your printed letter addressed to the 
Secretary of State, and dated 8th inst., (1) that copies of your vari¬ 
ous printed communications have"been “furnished to the Dept, of 
Agriculture and special attention drawn, &c., &c.” 

This reference is apparently to a list of letters numbered from 1 
lo IV on same page of printed letter referred to. 

None of these letters or documents have ever been received by 
this Department. Perhaps in view of this fact and the reference 
you have made to this Department, you would have the kindness 
to either furnish a copy of those letters or afford directions as to 
how they can be obtained. 

5,000—9—1 ’83. 


(i) Note by H. T. H .—Thin i* the Extract referred to by Mr. Lowe in his Memo* 
random.—fH. Y. H.J 


“Among, the Dead Sea fruit of cozening tbe public servants, you have 
before your eyes the collapse of many North-West Territory Colonization 
Companies, the sickening of tbe Duke of Manchester’s adventure, and 
the stern prophetic truths which are now being told by numerous lead¬ 
ing English papers concerning the probable future of similar organiz¬ 
ations. (4) 

I respectfully submit printed copies of letters relating to tbe false in¬ 
formation officially distributed in England and elsewhere by Sir Alex¬ 
ander Galt respecting the North-West Territory. 

I. —To the Right Honourable Earl Granville, K. G., Her Majesty’s Principal 

Secretary of Bute for Foreign Affairs; and tbe Right Honourable tbe Earl 

of Kimberley, Her Majesty's Secretary of State for tbe Colonies, dated 

Windsor. Nova Sootla, May 27th. 1881, with accompanying "Argument.'’ 

II. —To the Right Honourable the Earl of Kimberley,Her Majeity’s Secretary of State 

for the Colonies, dated Nov. 6th, 188i. 

III. —To tbe Right Honourable the Earl of Kimberley, Her Majesty's Secretary of 

State for tbe Colonies, dated Nov. 37th, 1881. 

IV. —Letter to His Graoe tbe Archbishop of Canterbury, relating to tbe "Colonists' 

Handbook—Canada." enclosing among others the following letters. [Trans¬ 
mitted In August, 2882.1 

1. —To the BC Hon .the Lord Mayor of London, dated Nottingham, April )2tb, 1882, 

with enclosures. ■ * _ .. _ _ 

2. —'To J. C. Bancroft Daria, Esq., Assistant Secretary of State, Washington, D. C., 

dated Nottingham, 12th April, 1882. 

&C., &C., &C., &C. 


You will gather from these*eomnqtvnioatk>n? that, the, »grqMe«t miv 
statements and falsifications ofiphya lgtfl jact* dbncefaifeg tjie Ca&ifedlarf 

(A) The relations of some of the officers*of tfie°Royil t&fonin/ Institute,paHkfaiar- 
ly Sir J. Bose, Sir Alex. Galt, the Duke of Manchester, and Mr. Silver •ouiftt to be 
made public In connection with the transactions >bicb sorrouad toe foroflmen of the 
Duke of Manchester** Company; The; history cf thH Cotfrfcjiy,' i/a tpof dh,dprtain „ 
hereditaryBalers at home, aha thk,whh other &fMUrs,i&akes<o«ie think that*some.. 
of England’s noted names are on the swift downward grade, and all for money. 
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North West have besmiiched the proceedings of various distinguished 
Societies in England under venal and unprincipled iiilluence. Among 
these Societies are the Koyal Gkooraimuoal Society. tin* Ko\al 
Colonial Institute. the Socikty for the Phouaoation of the 
Gospel in Foreign Parth, the Society for the Promotion of 
Christian Knowledge. Even the Imperial Colonial Office has 
not been safe from Canadian orticial misrepresentation. All of these 
practices have apparently the one object* namely! to distort and maguiiv 
the physical features of Manitoba ami the North-V\est territory tor the 
purpose of inducing immigration, or disposing of property in Land, or 
shares in Companies. _ _ _ . . 

The solitary groundwork for the acceptance of most of these frauds is 
that the statements are “official,” ami lavishly spread by such magnates 
as Sir Alex. Galt. G. C. M. G., Canadian High Commissioner, Sir John 
Rose, formerly Finance Minister of Canada, Mr. G. Stephen. Mr II. S. 
Northcote, <fcc„ <fcc., backed by the conniving authority of the Depart¬ 
ment of Agriculture of Canada. * * * # .. 

I beg to ask your particular attention to the delusions successfully 
propagated by using the name of the United States Consul at Winnipeg, 
respecting the climate of the Not th-West Territories. When the state¬ 
ments of this officer are compared with known facts and the official re¬ 
cords kindly furnished to me from the office of the Chief Signal Officer 
at Washington, in compliance with the reference made by the tinted 
States Assistant Secretary of State, the nature of the imposition will ho 
understood. The use of this imposition by the Department of Agricul¬ 
ture is simply vile. . 

Although copies of my various printed communications have been 
furnished to the Department of Agriculture, and special attention drawn 
to the erroneous conclusions of the United States Consul, to whom fal¬ 
sified Meteorological data were supplied, yet the Department of Agricul¬ 
ture has not only pooh-poohed the exposures of the imposition practised 
upon the United States Consul at Winnipeg, and the shocking use 
mado of those impositions, but has very recently greatly falsified that 
officer’s figures, and added the information, •‘Nothing can be more strik¬ 
ing than the statement of facts contained in his letter, (Consul Taylor) 
and they are. as unquestioned a* tlusy are unquestionable.” (Pace 24— 
Canadian North-West. Climate and Productions—Published by the 
Department of Agriculture of the Government of Canada. 1883.) 

The Department of Agriculture has taken the liberty to add 12 degrees 
to the Consul’s representation of the mean temperature of January at 
Winnipeg; 24 1-2 degrees to the mean temperature of February at Win¬ 
nipeg; 20 1-2 degrees to the mean temperature of February atBattleford, 
and a corresponding number of degrees to the mean temperature of the 
year at both of these localities.—And after making these, ameliorating 
and utterly misleading changes the Department announces that “his” 
statement of “facts” is *'as unquestioned as they are unquestionable.’* 
This bold lie is promulgated in tbe face of fact and known official records 
to tbe contrary, published by our own Dominion Meteorological Service. 

On page 6 the Department announces that “the summer mean of 
Manitoba iB 67°. 76 , Fab. wbicb is about the same as that of the State 
of New York.” The Department uses ray own figures for one locality 
at Red River in 1857, which I stated were unreliable fully 20 years ago. 
(See page 40—Letter to tbe Archbishop of Canterbury). On page 20 tbe 
Department reproduces the false figures of the charlatan Macoun,exposed 
in my letter to tbe Earl of Kimberley, dated QthNov.,1881. On page 26. 
the Department states that “Between 50,000 and 60,000 settlers from the 
older Provinces of Canada, the United States, the United Kingdom and 
parts of Europe, have gone in (to Manitoba and the North-West) during 
1882: and, 4 sxpqqted that thain&ux wiU be far greater in 1888, the 
\ »YevritQW*tfo beSotetqj&d qbQVtSuS'&rtje as the whole Continent qf 
V Eftrojtef &nd.ill£ e $dva^ejrt on tfra Cep^irrept of America of that of Eer- 
' opfe ndrtfr of Paris, cotopriafngtbe most powerful kingdoms and empires 
on the GUobjsJ’ ^ \\ . , . 

Now.i it is of the higb<M imporance,to deaf at 

the earliest 'possible raoimrat with tbe erroneous fend falsified statements 


issued by the Department of Agriculture, and circulated so largely by 
your consciouB and abetting High Commissioner in Kr,gland. The mat¬ 
ter is too serious to be neglected, it is beginning to be understood at 
home, as you tnay gather from the recent remarks of some of the London 
papers of influence. Canadian credit and Canadian diplomacy and Ca¬ 
nadian Government will soon become a bye-word if these perversions are 
permitted to continue.’’— Ertractfrom printed biter to the Secretary of 
State, dated Feb. Sth, 1888, and sent to all mongers of the tlouee of Com¬ 
mon*. 


NO. 11. 

IU.pi.v— Mit. Htxn to Mit. Lowe. 

Windsor, Nova Scotia, tilth Feb., lss.’L 
Joint Lowe, Em/., Secretary Department oj Ayriridtnre. Ottawa. 

Sin :—1 have this day received from you an office ‘‘.Memoran¬ 
dum” without date, numbered 5,000,—0—1 ’S3, iu which you state 
that certain letters or documents referred to in my recent letter to 
the Secretary of State, dated Feb S, 1S83, have never been receive! 1 
by the Department of Agriculture. 

In reply 1 have io say that these documents were duly posted iu 
the address of the Department of Agriculture, Ottawa, either 1'iutn 
Canada or England, according to the locality where they, were 
written, and about the date of their being made public. 

Being conscious of the great importance of the subject to which 
my letters related, and of the diplomacy which not unfrequently 
seeks to evade the consequences of an abuse of trust, I have guard¬ 
ed in several ways against the force of the statement you have made 
respecting the alleged non-reception of my communications. 

Firxt —1 have adopted the plan of multiplying the copies by 
printing them before transmission, and sending a copy to many in¬ 
terested individuals, some being officially connected with the De¬ 
partment of Agriculture : also to the leading papers of tlit* public 
press. 

Second —To ensure knowledge of delivery and reception, I have 
iu some instances registered these communications in accordance 
with postal regulations. You will find printed on one of the most 
important letters a notice of registration. I hold the certified copy 
of the register. 

Third —I have personally handed, in some instances, the letters 
and documents ill presence of a witness, specially retained for tin- 
purpose, to parties interested. 

Fourth —1 hold acknowledgement of the reception ot important 
documents from officers connected with the Department of Agri¬ 
culture, for instance, the High Commissioner in England. 

But even supposing that you can not trace the whereabout*- ot 
the communications sent to the Department of Agriculture, vet, in 
the matters to which my letters relate, there is no visible excuse 
for the publication, or official distribution by tlie officers of the De¬ 
partment of Agriculture, of palpably false and misleading state¬ 
ments respecting physical, facta of material consequence touching 
Manitoba and the North-West Territory. 
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In respect of Meteorological data, you have had before you for 
ten years past the official records of the Dominion Meteorological 
Service, and yet yon have published and re-published in your Emi¬ 
gration Pamphlets the inventions or delusions of amateurs, charla¬ 
tans and impostors. 

It lms appeared to me that the fabrications of the impostor Ma- 
coun, are so palpable, that it is only by the exercise of blinded or 
perverted intelligence that any one dealing with the subject as you 
have done, and the Department of Agriculture has done, could es¬ 
cape noticing their falseness and their misleading tendencies in one 
direction. 

The same remark applies to Map making, and Map emanations 
from the Departments of Agriculture and the Interior, noticed in 
my communications. 

Ever since it was pointed out to me that I bad been entrapped 
at Ottawa, in 1878, by Colonel Dennis with his false maps and 
statements respecting the alleged discoveries of the officers of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway Survey in the far North-West, I have 
endeavoured to repair the evil and mischief which the use made of 
my theoretical deductions or garbled quotations from my “evid¬ 
ence," might occasion in unscrupulous hands. 

The ruin and misery created by misleading publications issued 
under authority is incalculable, and it becomes inexcusable when 
consciously pursued in the face of open remonstrance and evidence 
to the contrary. 

Accompanying this response to your “Memorandum” and request 
are copies of the documents you seek, as enumerated in the sub¬ 
joined list. 

It will be my duty to notify and call the attention of the Minis¬ 
ter of Agriculture to this letter and enclosures ; also the attention 
of the Emigration Committee of the present Canadian Parliament, 
and also that of His Excellency the Governor General to the same. 

Be so good as to acknowledge the receipt of this letter and the 
accompanying documents at your earliest convenience. 

I have the honour to be, 

Your Obedient Servant, 

Henry Youle Hind. 

John Lowe, Esq., 

Secretary to the Department of Agriculture, Ottawa. 
ENCLOSURES. 

1.—Letter to the Rt. Hon. Bail Granville, K. G.. and the Rt. Hon. the 
Earl of Kimberley—with Argument—dated Windsor, N. S., May, 
27th, 1881—(Printed). 

2- —Letter to the Rt. Hon. the Earl of Kimberley, dated Windsor, N. S., 

Nov. 5th, 1881.—(Printed). 

3- —Letter to the Rt. Hon. the Earl of Kimberley, dated Nov. 27th, 1881, 

—(Printed). 

4- —Letter to the editor of the Nottingham Dally Guardian, dated Not¬ 

tingham, April 12th, 1882.—(Printed). 

5- Letter to His Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury, entitled “An Out¬ 

come of the Lambeth Conference,” dated June 20lh, 1882,—but 
transmitted in August, 1882.—(Printed). ' 


( 


Letter to the Standing Committee of the Society for the Propagation 
of the Gospel In Foreign Parts, and the Tract Committee of the 
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, dated Windsor, Nova 
Scotia, Oct. 12th, 1882.—(Printed). 


NO. III. 


Mr. Hind to the Chauman of the Committee on Immigration 
and Colonization, House of Commons, Ottawa. 

Windsor, Nova Scotia, Fob. 26,1883. 


Sir :—I have the honour to inform you that I have this day sent 
to your address, for the information of the Committee on Immi¬ 
gration and Colonization, copies of printed letters named in the mar¬ 
gin, relating to false representations of physical facts concerning 
Manitoba and the North-West Territories circulated by the Depart¬ 
ment of Agriculture. Duplicates of these documents have been 
transmitted to Mr. John Lowe, Secretary to the Department of Ag¬ 
riculture at hi3 request. 

I have notified Mr. I-owe that copies of the same documents 
would be sent to your Committee for their information, also to his 
excellency the Governor General. 

Mr. Lowe’s request arose from statements made by me in a print¬ 
ed communication to the Secretary of State, dated Feb. 8, copies of 
which were sent to every member of the Canadian House of Com¬ 
mons. , 

These statements relate to the false representations in the pamph¬ 
let recently issued by the Department of Agriculture entitled— 
“The Canadian North-West—Climate and Productions." 

In my letter to His Excellency the Governor General Ihave allu¬ 
ded to impending physical disasters in the valley of lied River, 
which demand serious and immediate attention. 

I have the honour to he, 

Your Obedient Servant, 

Henry Youle Hind. 

ENCLOSURES. 


1_Letter to the Rt. Hon. Earl Granville, K. G., and the Rt. Hon. the 

Earl of Kimberley—with Argument—dated Windsor, N. S., May 
27th, 1881.—(Printed). , , „ „ 

2. —Letter to the Rt Hon- the Earl of Kimberley, dated Windsor, N, 8., 

Nov. 6th, 1881.—(Printed). t 

3. —Letter to the Rt. Hon. the Earl of Kimberley, dated Nov. 27th, 1881. 

—(Printed), 

4. —Letter to the editor of the Nottingham Daily Quardian, dated Not¬ 

tingham, April 12th, 1882 .—(Printed). 

5. —Letter to HU Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury, entitled ’An 

Outcome Of tfie Lambeth Conference,” dated Jnne 20th, 1882,— 
but transmittedlnAugnat, 1882.-HPrinted). „ ' 

0.—Letter to the Standing Committee of the Society for thePropagation 
of the Gospel In Foreign Parts, and the Tract Committee of the 
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, dated Windsor, Nova 
Scotia, Oct 12th, l8§2.-*-(Prlnted). 
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NO. IV. 

Mu. Hind to His Kxckm.Rncv the Covf.knor ( iKNKit.'f.. 

Windsor, Nova Scotia, Fob. 26th, 188:’. 

M.w it i'I.eask voUH F.xi ei.dencv :—I have received from Mr. 
•lohn Ixjwe, the Secretary to the Department of Agriculture, a com¬ 
munication stating that the documents referred to in my letter to 
the Secretary of State, dated the 8th inst.. and relating to false re¬ 
presentations circulated, by the Departments of Agriculture snd the 
Interior renjioeling Manitoba and the North-West Territory, have 
-not been received by the. Department, and requesting copies. 

I have fittingly replied to this customary device of those who 
deal in fraudulent, representation, and have pointed out the futility 
of such a screen in the presence of the facts of the case. 

These prominently present themselves in the selection by Mr. 
1 owe atid the Department of Agriculture of palpably false and illu¬ 
sory statements anil authorities, with the true official record of phy¬ 
sical phenomena before them, conided with the further falsification 
of erroneous data. 

Mr. Txiwe and the Department of Agriculture ought now to be 
preparing to taw* and mitigate the effects of a calamity which, hu¬ 
manly speaking, and drawing conclusions front reliable premises, 
threatens to bring the punishment for intentional falsehood and 
perversion of fact with terrible force upon the country. 

Within two months or thereabouts, the repetition of the period¬ 
ical inundations of the valley of Tied River, probably on a scale of 
unrecorded magnitude and disastrous consequences, will afford a 
burrowing commentary on the Departmental work of some of vour 
Excellency’s responsible advisors and their subordinates, 

Mo far os the constitutional powers a Governor General per¬ 
mit. I feel sure that the hiuitanity of your Fpcccllency will leadyou 
to spare no- efforts to restrain 1 that course of /merciless, deception of 
the public which how threaten* the country with the sorest 
of troubles. 

I have sent to Mr. .Secretary.lowe, in compliance with his re¬ 
quest, the documents nuaibered; ip the matgin. (1 to 6.) I enclose 
for your -Excellency’? information duplicate copies. Similar copies 
1 have transmitted to Die Chairman of the Parliamentary Immi¬ 
gration and Colonization CbiAffiittee-lbf 4hie information of that re¬ 
sponsible body. 

IJKe truest on the parti of JJ*. Secretary Lowe .brings the selec¬ 
tion, preparation and distribution of false and rriisleading North- 
West 'Literature foy ••• : the' ‘ ’Ddptir&aent- '^f'/ A '.finder 

%-bffibiid C9gni»n<$ <jf ^w.e|Ie4cy, , a? repre¬ 
sented. • ' : 

Tfeere cam be no-doubt whatever that the' interests of ; the British 
as well.as of the Canadian jsa^^nd^^ijg'tn^te.' b, tight 

view of approaching ph^wU »rtb-.poagfely?finaiiai«ieaktfnitiMi, the 

-Of re- 


,^,effiorts*--aiuiotateil 
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as I possess them, ready for inquiry—they furnish numerous and 
potent additional facts, to a degree which establishes boyond doubt 
or cavil the danger and the criminality of the deceptions circulated 
by the agents of the Department of Agriculture, and others inter¬ 
ested in the abnormal development of the Canadian North-West. 

The motives for this open inquiry now transcend those which 
concern mere political delinquency, they touch and comprehend the 
dictates and demands of humanity. 

When your Excellency dispassionately considers the character of 
the official work which has been systematically pursued since 1872 
in Canadian Public Offices by Mr. Commissioner Whitcher, Mr. 
Commissioner Bouchette, Mr. Commissioner Johnson, Mr. Secre¬ 
tary Lowe, Lieutenant-Colonel Dennis, &c., <fcc., capped by the use 
made of that official work and the proceeds it has temporarily secur¬ 
ed, your Excellency will not fail to recognize in realized or ap¬ 
proaching disaster, the workings of that merciful law of retribution 
which governs the unjust actions of mankind. 

I have the honour to be, 

Your Excellency’s Obedient Servant, 

Henry Youle Hind. 

Enclosures—(as before enumerated in No. II.) 


NO. V. 

Mr. Hind to the Honourable the Minister of Agriculture, 
Ottawa. 

Windsor, Nova Scotia, March 6th, 1883. 

Sib I have the honour to solicit your serious attention to the let¬ 
ter I had occasion to address, to Mr. Lowe, Secretary to the Depart¬ 
ment of Agriculture, on the,24th ult., in reply to a communication 
from that officer.. 

Delay in the transmission of this request has arisen from the re¬ 
ception. of the recently published work by Mr. John Macoun, en¬ 
titled .‘•Manitoba and the Great Nfsth-West f dedicated by special 
permission to. His Excellency the Governor General 

I found in Vhiawork, not merely the repetition of the leading 
falaihed and misleading Meteorological data, with conclusions there- 
feonb noticed in my letter to the Secretaiyof Stato dated Feb. 8th, 
1883, and ii> the varum* printed add published coimnunicatiQtm sl- 
reskdy seht to the Department qf Agriculture at Mr.lbwe’e request, 
b^ts, beaidee these* otW misrepresentations of so gross and deceitful 
a che*eeW>aaiUiceU ^immediate Botionon Recount of the nut? 

Apart from the dishonest perversions in . the pamphlet MaftBtty 
joshed ihy &e.i>(qp! 0 rtiaenT.iof ApUhltnze catified’the^ C l a ni fflan 
Narth^ Wj t rtij ' fi ll iBefe imd; PgRduafetog*’ 1 to whisb J heyd -almedy 
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called attention, I deeply regret to havo further to point to very in¬ 
considerate and deluding references to the periodical floods which 
occur in the valley of Red River. 

Tvronty-threo years ago I called particular attention to peculiar 
(leological evidences of periodical inundations in the valley of Red 
River (page 392, Vol. II., of my narative of the Canadian Explor¬ 
ing Expeditions), and in the valley of the Souris River,, (ibid, 
page 295-6, Yol. I.) which prove the certainty of their repeated oc- 
curances in the remote past and their recurrence, during the present 
epoch, with liability to submersion and possibly to destruction, of 
whatever artificial obstacles may oppose the free passage of water 
and ice at or noar the site of the city of Winnipeg. 

Theso evidences you will observe are quite distinct from human 
records of great floods in the Red River valley during the years 
1776, 1790, 1800,1826,1852, 1861 and 1882. They are also dis¬ 
tinct from other natural records I have long ago publicly described 
and discussed. 

But since I wrote those warnings, based on recognized Geological 
evidence of marked character, the danger to be apprehended from 
inundations to tho citv of Winnipeg have been artifically increased 
tenfold by the railway embankments of the Canada Pacific and its 
branches. ’ 

The Louise Bridge is situated in the throat of the funnel formed 
by different railway embankments radiating from Winnipeg. Down 
the narrow extremity of this funnel nearly all the flood waters of 
an area approaching that of Great Britain or. about 75,000 square 
miles, which do not overtop the railway embankments or back up 
the bridged tributaries, must pass in the form of a destructive and 
probably ice-bearing torrent. 

The fate of artifical obstructions such as now exist, exposed to 
ice-bearing currents in the throat of the narrow outlet thus created, 
appears to be certain, sooner or latter, this year or the next succed- 
ing. The same remark applies to much of the city of Winnipeg. 

I repeat what 1 published as the result of recorded Geological 
evidence in 1860—“There is no possibility of guarding against these 
inundations,” and now the concentration of their effects has been 
artifically secured by the railway embankments. 

Mr. Sandford Fleming gives on page 269 of his official report for 
1880, a startling record of measurements and facts, which ought to 
have led the writer of the Departmental Pamphlet on the “Canadian 
North-West,” to a more humane and rational representation of con¬ 
tingencies, with associated calamities, sooner or later sure to happen. 

The excess of precipitation throughout the extreme North-West of 
the United States, including Northern Dakota and Minnesota, during 
October, November and December, 1882, has amounted, according 
to the United States Signal Service, to the equivalent-of 16 inches 
of snow more than the average of previously recorded anMyJ pre¬ 
cipitations. This is the equivalent of 1,60 inches of water for thelast 
quarter of the year just past, in excess of the avteage of several pro¬ 
ceedingyears. 

There are other present climatic conditions connected with this 
excess of precipitation suggestive,# not shunning, in relation to Red 
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River inundations, and inundations in the United States. These con¬ 
jointly point to an unusual overflow of Red River and the Souris in 
the spring, of this year. Against the impending calamity these con¬ 
ditions predict there in now, 1 rogrot to say, little chance pf guard¬ 
ing, but it would be an act of obligatory humanity, especially in¬ 
cumbent on the Department of Agriculture, if the probability of 
an unusual and disastrous inundation this spring were to be officially 
pointed out, so that immigrants and the poorer settlers might be 
on their guard and have time to prepare. 

It is ray duty to call your serious attention to this threatening 
mattor, for I am sorry to say that in all the data relating to climate 
and its contingencies, there has been introduced, with surprising 
uniformity, into the numerous issues of so-called “Information for 
Intending Immigrants” circulated by the Department of Agriculture 
respecting Manitoba and the North-West, the one-sided specu¬ 
lations of the incompetent amateur, or the grosser perversions of the 
unscrupulous charlatan, in place of the trustworthy observations of 
scientific observers, and the records of a well ordered Dominion 
Meteorological Service, and a neighboring National Service of un¬ 
surpassed compass and arrangement. 

You are aware that it is stated, until very recently no systematic 
enforced registration of deaths has taken place in Winnipeg, a city 
reported to contain from 25,000 to 30,000 inhabitants. 

There is reason to believe that numerous deaths and dreadful in¬ 
juries from freezing and exposure have occured during the present 
winter throughout Manitoba and the North-West, arising largely 
from misleading information and consequent unpreparedness. 

Some of these distressing consequences are noticed in the public 
papers, but it is more than probable that the greater number have 
still to be publicly recorded. This is a subject on which I have 
elsewhere enlarged and the document has been forwarded to you. 

I have to state in conclusion that my published communications 
pointing out the grevious mis-statements embodied in the leading 
publications issued by the Department of Agriculture, have been 
noticed in various ways by portions of the Public Press of Canada, 
England and the United States, in some instances by those papers 
which are quoted by the Department of Agriculture and come under 
the special notice of its agents. 

These agents report as the result of their efforts, an enormous 
prospective immigration created by the “information” they have 
supplied. . . 

Possessing, as I claim to do, personally acquired and reliably 
gathered knowledge, as far as it goes, of the physical phenomena 
and the physical characteristics of Manitoba and part of the North- 
West, the instincts of duly and humanity enforce me to continue 
to protest by open publication, other efforts having failed, against 
the cruelly travestied and in.some instances mutilated records offi¬ 
cially presented for guidance in all the leading publications issued 
and patronized by the. Department of Agriculture. 

I do this’ in the presence of the recent repetition of thiswtongas 
famished by the Departmental issue of the pamphlet entitled "Ca¬ 
nadian North-West—Climate and Productions,” and Professor Ma- 
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coun’s “Manitoba and the Great North-West." I do it for the pur¬ 
pose of mitigating impending troubles and sorrows; also to rostrum 
further imposition upon uninstructed pooplo. 

I have the honour to bo, 

Your Obedient Servant, 

Henry Youle Hind. 

Formerly In charge of the Aaainibolne and Saskatchewan 
Exploring Expedition. 

NO. VI. 

Windsor, Nova Scotia, March 5, 1883. 
Mr. Hind to His Excellency toe Governor General, Ottawa. 

May it please your Excellency :—Two days after I had de¬ 
spatched my letter, dated Feb. 2(5, 1883, to your Excelloncy, I re¬ 
ceived a copy of Professor John Macoun’s dow work on “Manitoba 
and the Great North-West,” dedicated by special permission to your 
Excellency, and published by the “World Publishing Company, 
Guelph, Ontario.” 

To my extreme surprise and regret I not only found in this work 
the misleading falsification of the United States Consul Taylor’s 
Meteorological figures and conclusions therefrom, (page 160) no¬ 
ticed in my letter to the Secretary , of State, dated Eeb. 8, 1883, 
hut also some of the other perverted and misleading meteorological 
data described in my letter to the Rt. Hon. the Earl of Kimberley, 
dated Nov. 27, 1881, and the Nottingham Daily Guardian, dated 
April 12, 1882, (pages 159, 145, 1677168, &c.) together with ad¬ 
ditional instances of false representations of recorded physical facts 
possessing grave misleading tendencies, some of which had been 
previously pointed out in my printed letter and argument ad¬ 
dressed to Furls Granville and Kimberley, dated May 27,1881, and 
other communications. 

Added to these perversions and frauds, whioh no longer belong 
to mere charlatanism, in Professor Macoiin's “Manitoba and the 
Great North-West,” I find numerous and varied deceptions which 
can only tend to dupe and inveigle immigrants, shareholders in 
Companies, investors and the public generally;. 

On pages 594 to 696 of Professor Macoun’s book, “Manitoba and 
the Great North-West,” I find re-published the greater portion of 
my so-called “evidence” in 1878, with the passages I had empha¬ 
tically repudiated in iny printed letter to the Rt. Hon, the Earl of 
Kimberley, dated Nov. 5,1881, and at the time. .and shortly, after¬ 
wards publicly distributed. 

Your ExceHenCy has been supplied with copies of these letters 
from the date of Msy 27, 1881,.up to the date of . % Alex. Celt’s 
reply to my general chafes, dated London, May 3,. 1882. A du- 
plicate copy of Sir Alex. Galt’a reply is en'cIosecL 
The Te-production by Pjo^essor Macoim of my “evid¬ 

ence” in connection with his. falsified Meteorological data* cojwffu- 
sioria and misreading, statements generally, nmy. punished sod cir¬ 
culated under the great ihfluenoe of your Kxc^Hanigi’s .otecaal-Dftme 
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and patronage, becomes a matter of such important personal mo¬ 
ment to, myself, as to leave mo no alternative in Tesponsive action, 
even on the grounds of humanity alone. 

Therefore, besides duly informing your Excelloncy of the facts 
of the case, being persuaded that your Excellency has boou deceived 
and misled in the matter, 1 havo this day instructed my solicitor, 
as in duty and humanity bound, to bring tho subject in proper 
form and bearing under tho notice of the Guelph Publishing Com¬ 
pany, and under the notice of Professor John Macoun, M. A:, F. 

L. S., “Dominion Field Naturalist and Botanist, and for nine years 
past Government Explorer of the North-West, formerly Professor 
of Botany in Albert University, Belleville,” 

But there is a matter which lies beyond all I havo stated, and 
that is the great influence for harm created by the cruel misleading 
of uninstructed people in England, Canada and elsewhere, either 
as immigrants, investors, shareholders in Companies or property 
holders, through the numerous false and falsified statements and 
conclusions in Professor Macoun’s work, under tho patronage and 
influence of your Excellency’s special permission as regards the de¬ 
dication of the book. 

The distress certain to arise from the continued spread of false 
representations of physical foots under the exulted patronage of your 
Excelloncy, suggests I venture respectfully to submit, open and un¬ 
restricted parliamentary inquiry respecting my public statements, 
made and proved from time to time concerning the North-West de¬ 
lusions which have' been created or protected by servants of parlia¬ 
ment, among whom there appears to be none more unscrupulously 
guilty than the High Commissioner in London. , 

Considering the character of the efforts of the High Commis¬ 
sioner to spread misleading information of the Macoun type, and 
secure thereby past, present and future immigration in the face of 
open warnings, the commonest impulses of humanity appear to 
suggest this course, and delay in so doing can only lead, to the in¬ 
crease of that general, physical and financial distress which now 
seems to be imminent. 

On page. 609 of his work, your Excellency will observe that-Mr. 
Macoun makes a very important statement respecting the Hon. Mr. 
Mackenzie’s caution to him. On page 612 he makes similar^ im¬ 
portant statements regarding the cautions and the views of Sir J. 
A. Macdonald, Mr. Maokenzie and Mr. Blake. In the same para¬ 
graph he announces Sir Charles Tupper’s faith in Mr. Macoun, 
and the encouragement Sir Charles gave to him. Your Excellency 
now knows that Mr. Macoun is an impostor, and that he has de¬ 
ceived your Excellency and the country, and that much of whathe 
alleges he conceives to .be “the truth” is manufactured folsehood 
and Brand. 

■ I have the -honour to he, 

Your Excellency’s Obedient. Servant, 

Hbnrt Y. Hnn>. 

-S'oiiBWiy ia ofeaS'Se of the Asetolboine aad Basteitihiwan 
Bxplorlast Expedition. 
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COPY OF SIR ALEXANDER GALT’S REPLY. 

Dominion of Canada. 

Office of the High Commissioner, 

9, Victoria Chambers, London, S.W., 
3rd May, 1882. 

Sib,— Sir Alexander Galt desires me to acknowledge the .receipt 
of your letter of the 29th April, and to inform you. that he does 
not propose to tpke any notice of the communications to which you, 
refer. 

The advantages of the Great North-West aro, Sir Alexander con¬ 
siders, sufficiently proved by the large emigration thither from the 
Province of Ontario, and Canada generally, and by the success of 
the settlers. 

Respecting the other matters alluded . to in your so called 
"charges," Sir Alexander does not at present intend to add any¬ 
thing to what he has already written. 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

(Signed) Jab. G. Colmer. 

Prof. H. Y. Hind, 

Inns of Court Hotel, High Holborn. 


NO. VII. 

Mr. Hind to His Excellency the Governor General, Govern¬ 
ment House, Ottawa. 

Windsor, Nova Scotia, March 6, 1883. 

May it please your Excellency :—It is proper that I should 
inform you that in the letter my solicitor has transmitted to the 
“Guelph Publishing Co.” concerning Professor John Maconn’sbook 
entitled “Manitoba and the Great North-West," the following pas¬ 
sage relating to your Excellency occurs:— 

“I am also instructed to inform you that thiB matter, in its en¬ 
tirety, has been presented by Mr. Hind to His Excellency the Gov¬ 
ernor General as patron of Professor Macoun's work, and the atten¬ 
tion of the Governor General has been drawn to the injury done to 
the country by the misrepresentation of known physical facta which 
Professor Macoun has thought fit to originate.” 

In reviewing to-day, the copy of the letter I had the honour to 
send to your Excellency yesterday, I found a passage in which 1 
had apparently omitted the word “through," or an equivalent. In 
order to prevent misapprehension I ask leave to repeat the passage 
entire. 

“But there is > a matter which lies beyond all I have stated, 
“and that is the great influence for harm created by the cruel mia- 
“leading of uninstrucied people in En glan d, Canada and elsewhere, 
“either as immigrants, investors, shareholders in Companies or pro- 
“perty holdera, through the humorous false and falsified statements 
“and conclusions in Professor Macoun's work, under the patronage 
“and influence of your Excellency’s special permission as regards 
“the dedication of the book.” 
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I have prepared a brief statement respecting the character of the 
North-West Literature issued by the Department of Agriculture for 
the Honourable the Minister of Agriculture, also an earnest appeal 
in the interests of the country and intending immigrants and in¬ 
vestors, which I have addressed to the lit. Hon. Sir John A. Mac¬ 
donald, to be publicly heard and freely examined before an open 
Parliamentary Committee, with freedom of reply to objections or 
counter statements, respecting the general subject of misrepresenta¬ 
tions in the various documents issued by the Department of Agri¬ 
culture cr the Department of the Interior, concerning Manitoba and 
the North-West Territories. I trust that in the interests of the 
country and of humanity, your Excellency will be pleased to urge 
the granting of this request at the earliest moment. 

I have the honour to be, 

Your Excellency’s Obedient Servant, 

Henry Youle Hind. 

Formerly In charge of the Asainiboine and Saskatchewan 
Exploring Expedition 


NO. VIII. 

John Lowe, Esq., to Me. Hind. 

Department of Agriculture, 

Ottawa, Canada, 3rd March, 1883. 

Sm:—I have to acknowledge your letter of the 24th nit., to¬ 
gether with enclosures'of printed papers numbered from I to VI, 
as per list at foot of your letter, which you have had the goodness 
to send tome at my request; none of these papers—with the "ex¬ 
ception of that marked No. VI, addressed to the Standing Com¬ 
mittee of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel—had been 
previously received in this Department; my attention having been 
drawn to them as intimated in my memorandum to you by a state¬ 
ment in a printed letter to the Secretary of State received the day 
before my memorandum—-which should have been dated 20th of 
February, but this was accidentally omitted. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your Obedient Servant, 

(Signed) , John Lows, 

Secy. Dept, of Agric. 

H. Y. Hind, Esq., 

Windsor, N. S. 


. mix.. 

Mb. Hind to Mb. Lowe. 

Windsor, N. S., 8th March, 1883. 

To John Louse, Eeq., Secretary to the Department of Agriculture, 
Ottawa. 

Sir: _I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your let¬ 

ter of the 3rd inat, and to thank you for your prompt reply. 
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Since sending my communication of the 24th Feb. I have ascer¬ 
tained a very important fact relating to the appearance of Consul 
Taylor's re-falsified figures in Mr. Macoun’s book on “Manitoba 
and the Great North-West.” 

I infer from the publication of this work, prior to the Depart¬ 
mental issue of the pamphlet entitled “Canadian North-West— 
Climate and Productions,” that Mr. Macoun must be held respon¬ 
sible for the original perpetration of that outrage, and the remarks 
with which he introduces those altered tables, but I do not find the 
words “they are ns unquestioned as they are unquestionable,” which 
appear in the Departmental pamphlet. 

I have ascertained that Mr. Macoun has, in numerous other in¬ 
stances, introduced into his work grossly misleading meteorological 
data previously and publicly exposed by me, also statements and 
deductions of so gross and deceiving a character os to leave me no 
alternative in the interests of the country and justice to myself, but 
to place the matter in the hands of my solicitor, who has already 
addressed the publishers on the subject. 

I regret to say that Mr. Macoun’s transgressions far exceed the 
sins of a mere charlatan. Considering the widespread influence for 
harm to emigrants, investors, the public and myself his unchal¬ 
lenged false statements are liable to produce in various ways, I am 
compelled to press the matter to a public and possibly a legal issue. 

I beg to call yoUr particular attention to the letter I have address¬ 
ed, under date March 6th, to the Minister of Agriculture, especial¬ 
ly to that portion which relates to the inconsiderate and deluding 
passages in the Departmental pamphlet concerning the periodical 
flop/s in the valley of Bed River. There are conditions therein 
pointed out which may exert a very serious and disastrous influence 
on the immediate future of Manitoba and the North-West, suggest¬ 
ing hqmane action of an incumbent character by the Department 
of Agriculture and all who have misled by means of untrue or sup¬ 
pressed information. 

your various Departmental Agents, as appears by notices in the 
public press and elsewhere, predict and report as the result of their 
efforts, an enormous prospective emigration and immigration,created 
by the “information” they have supplied, 

I should he glad if you would bring the subject of this letter un¬ 
der the notice of the Committee on Colonization and Immigration. 
It affords me much satisfaction to know from you that you received 
miy letter addressed to the Standing Committee of the Society for 
the Propagation of the Gospel, &c., and I have to thank ycu foi 
acknowledging the receipt None but those who understand the 
nature of that implicit faith which the uninstructed people.’ of Eng¬ 
land place in printed statements untied by authority, or under the 
impress of the great Church Societies, con form any conception of 
Vs,hearths >l?p*o,of yrifefts attending misery, such emana- 

'. •cns of misleading information carry and ensure, by whomsoever 


to lernn that numerous cases of the Maddest 

ir! jV «rt>. i 






1 fear tlmt many heartrending instances of deatli from freezing, or 
mutilation of limbs from the same cause will come to light in the 
spring. 

I should be glad to loam that it is the intention of the Depart¬ 
ment of Agriculture to take early steps to remedy the evils pointed 
out and seek to mitigate impending distress. 

I have the honour to he, 

Your Obedient Servant, 

Henry Y. Hind. 


X. 

Mit. Hind to the Rt. Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald, K. C. 15., 
First Minister, Ottawa. 

Windsor, Nova Scotia, March 8th, 1888. 

Eight Honourable Sir :—In a letter I had the honour to ad¬ 
dress to His Excellency the Governor General, dated the 6th inst., 
concerning statements of the imposter John Macoun in his book 
entitled “Manitoba and the Great North-West,” dedicated by spe¬ 
cial permission to His Excellency, I adverted to an “appeal in the 
interests of the country and of intending emigrants and inves¬ 
tors,” which I was about to make to you as first Minister of the. 
Dominion of Canada. 

I have the honour now to present this appeal as subjoined. 

The Book entitled “Manitoba and the Great North-West; The 
field for Investment; The Home of the Emigrant, &c., &c., Ac.,” by 
John Macoun, M. A., F. L. S., Dominion Field Naturalist and Bot¬ 
anist, &c., &c., is a fraud of the grossest and most inveigling char¬ 
acter. 

Among the names of those whose communications are published 
in recommendation of Mr. John Macoun, as a suitable man to write 
this work, I notice your own under date, Ottawa, March 24, 1882. 
But I also notice with profound satisfaction that Mr. Macoun 
credits you (1) with imparting to him such salutory words of cau¬ 
tion, and with giving expression to such feelings of doubt, as would 
suffice to make him especially careful of a strict adherence to tact. 

I note with the same satisfaction that Mr. Macouxr records the 
strong caution of the Hon. Mr. Mackenzie (2) and the doubts ot 
the Hon. Mr. Blake. But I regret to notice that Sir Charles 
Tupper’s faith in Mr. Macoun is alleged to have been so establish¬ 
ed as to recommend Macoun to “stick to what he conceived to be 
the truth.” (3) 

I shall now point out to you, in the interests of the country, what 
Mr. Macoun conceives to be “truth.” 

In an appendix (A) from which I have cut out all irrevelant matter, 


(\) Page 812. 

(%) Paget 80B and <12. 
(i) Pag* 612. 
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I sul),nit printed expositions of some of Mr. Macoun’s re-publisheil 
meteorological falacios which I circulated a year and a quarter ago, 
and before Mr. Macoim’s work was in print. 

1 have now to say that all the leading meteorological tables con¬ 
tained in Mr. John Macoim’s work referred to, are similarly falsi¬ 
fied and grossly misleading, producing in some important instances, 
when correctly given, as pretended only bv him, conclusions exact¬ 
ly the opposite of those tie has announced as deducible from the 
false data and incompatible elements he has aggregated and com¬ 
pared. 

I have further to state that all the broad generalizations advanced 
by Mr. Macoun, as based upon his false meteorological data, arc not 
merely untrue, but deceitfully misleading to investors, projectors 
of railways, intending emigrants and others. 

1 find, in addition to these misrepresentations, numerous cleverly 
disguised impostures of a very serious character, but so palpable 
when attention is directed to them, that their lnneful inti nonce be¬ 
comes at once apparent. 

An important feature in this reproduction of fallacies and un¬ 
truths by Mr. Macoun,under the patronage of high authority, is the 
endorsement given to the same and to similar misleading represen¬ 
tations, officially distributed to an enormous extent respecting Ma¬ 
nitoba and the North-West, previously to the issue of Mr. Macoun’s 
work, and from which it may be properly inferred many cases of 
individual distress, mutilation of limbs and death have originated. 

I notice the introduction by Mr. Macoun into his work of cer¬ 
tain misleading paragraphs, dissociated from context, which are 
stated to emanate from me. These, as they are presented, taken in 
connection with other matter of kindred character, pointedly lead 
to the inference that they are designed to impose upon the public 
for nefarious purposes. Their introduction into the work, “Mani¬ 
toba and the Great North-West,” has compelled me to instruct my 
solicitor to communicate with the Publishers of Mr. Macoun’s Book 
in regard to this matter. 

Apart from the commendatory letters from yourself and others, 
circulated in connection with Mr. Macoim’s hook, I find id that 
book, a map bearing your official name, also a dedication to the 
Governor General, by special permission, and the. whole authenti¬ 
cated by Mr. Macoun’s official title, all of which tend to convey a 
false impression of the veracity and honesty of Mr. Macoun’s book 
and his work generally. 

Therefore, I have the honour respectfully to ask that you as first 
Minister, whose commendation of Mr. Macoun, and whose map 
bearing your official name, directly and indirectly carry vast in¬ 
fluence, will be pleased to cause me to be summoned before a Par¬ 
liamentary Committee, to prove in extenso, and with full liberty to 
reply to counter statements, and to produce and compel the produc¬ 
tion of authorities for the same, in the most public manner, my 
various allegations in the matter. 

Or, falling this, according to your judgment, that you will be 
pleased to take such ample public measures as may be fitted to ar¬ 
rest the circulation, destroy the injurious and untruthful influence, 


and mitigate ihc injuries and distress certain to arise from the con¬ 
tinued issue and circulation of Mr. Mueoun’s deluding woik under 
tlm powerful auspices named. 

I liavo the honour to he, 

Your Obedient Servant. 

Henry Yuvi.k Him*. 

Formerly in charge of the Aaoinihoinc and Saskatchewan 
Exploring Expedition. 

|Notk.—T he voluminous appendix (A) above referred to lias alreaty 
been printed for fifieeu months, and distributed amuii" interested 
parties, tt points to the proofs of most of the leading meteorological 
impostures tile scamp Maeouii lias lieen practising for years. It is too 
bulky to re-print here. | 


NO. XI. 

Tiif. Governor General's Secretary to Mu. Hind. 

Office of the Governor General’s Secretary, 

Ottawa, tith March, l&Sffi 

Snt:—1 am commanded by His Excellency to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 26th ultimo, and to inform you that 
any future communications which you may wish to address to the 
Governor Generat must he of a public character and sent through 
the proper channel, namely, the Governor General's Secretary. 

1 have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

F. l'E Wlnton, 

Lt. Col., U. A., 

Gov. Grill's. Secretary. 

Henry Yocle FIixn, Esq., 

Windsor, Nova Scotia. 


NO. XII. 

Keply of Mb. FIind to the Governor General's Secretary. 

Windsor, Nova Scotia, March 14, 1883. 

To Lieut. Col. F. de Wintm, B. A., the Governor General'* 
Secretary. 

Sib ;_I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 

favour of the 6th inst. informing me of toe reception of my letterof 
the 26th ult., and that any future communications I may wish to 
address to the Governor General must he of a public character 
and sent through the proper channel, namely, the Governor Gen¬ 
eral’s Secretary—that is, through yourself. 

I do not think it necessary to make any comment on that por¬ 
tion of your communication which would seem to imply that it is 
possible to assign any other than a public character to the letter 
I had the honour to address to His Excellency. 

But, lest such a view should even faintly present itself to any one 


20 


«Iso, I ask leave to quote two paragraphs from my letter which dis¬ 
tinctly specify its urgent “public character." 

“The request on the part of Mr. Secretary Lowe brings the selection, 
‘•preparation and distribution of false and misleading North-West Litera¬ 
ture by the Department of Agriculture fairly under the official cogniz¬ 
ance of your Excellency, as now herewith represented. 

“There can be no doubt whatever that the interests of the British as 
‘•well as the Canadian investing and emigrating people ought to insure 
“the closest scrutiny of the matters herein noticed; and. In view of ap¬ 
proaching physical, with possibly financial calamities, the earifest un¬ 
biased attention and the most public exposition of results adapted to 
“mitigate impending evils.” 

This misconception on your part leaves me now no alternative 
hut to publish immediately the entire correspondence, in order that 
it may meet the eye of His Excellency. You will further discover, 
1 feel sure, that this step is a necessary consequence, not merely of 
the interpretation you choose to put upon my communication, but 
of the strategic view you wore pleased to take some time since of a 
prior letter, indicated in the margin. (1) 

As to transmitting any further communications of a “public char¬ 
acter" through yourself, it will also doubtless occur to you that they 
might not only meet with the unexplained fate noticed in the mar¬ 
gin, but the act would elevate you to a dignity superior to that of 
the Canadian Secretary of State, which might excite unfavourable 
comment. 

With a view to establish in your eyes the public character of my 
communication to His Excellency and its importance, I much re¬ 
gret being compelled to press upon your notice the distressing con¬ 
sequences which have arisen from the abuses to which I have de- 

(1) Letter from Likut.-Colokel dsWistom. Governor Gsheral's Secre¬ 
tary, to Mr. Hihd. 

Government Hoove, Ottawa. 3rd November, 1881. 

SIB,—I am desired by His Excellency ifat> Governor General to acknowledge the re¬ 
ceipt of yoor letter of 29th October. 1881, and its enclosures consisting of two printed 
copies of a letter to my self dated 2Slh October, 1881, and a printed copy of a letter ad¬ 
dressed to the Klgbt Honourable the Earl Granville. Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affair*, and the Right Honourable the Earl of Kimberley, Secretary of State for the 
Colonlea, dated 2nd August, 1881. 

I have the honour to be, sir. 

Toot most obedient humble servant, 

„ „ Signed— F. dkWiktoiv, 

Herat Youle Bird. Bbq., Lteut*Col R. A., Got .Gen’s. Secy. 

Windsor, Nova Scotia. 


Reply from Mr. Hi»o to Lirut.-Cou dsWirtok. 

Windsor, Nova Scotia, 7th November, 1881 
SIR.—1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of a remarkable letter from, 
you, dated 3rd November, 1881, Id which you say that you “are desired by HU Excel- 
iency the Governor General to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 2tth Oct. 
1881, and its enclosures, consisting of two printed copies of a letter to wW/V dated 
25th October, 1881. and <fc., Ac »* v 

I have to remark on this communication that my letter or the 29th Oct. was a brier 
explanatory note to the Marquis of Lome. The accompanying printed letter address, 
ed to Hfo ExoeUeney the Governor General waMfor the information of Her Majesty’s 
Government, as stated in the first paragraph of *bat communication. The duplicate 
was for the Karl of Kimberley, in order the more readily to convey that Information. 
But how you arrived at the conclusion that these copies wore intended for yourself, 
both being under cover to His Excellency, Is one of those subtleties of diplomatic rea¬ 
soning I stall not attempt to firthom. The erroneous conclusion, however, may be 
productive of inconvenience,as the matter touohed upon in the letter to His Excellency 
of the 25th Oct. is important and orgeat. 

I have the honour to be your obedient servant, 

» ~ Hewitt Youlb Hgvd. 

MBtJTE9AXY'O0L0Xia F. Z)I WlRTOJt, 

Governor General's Secretary, Ottawa. 
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sired to draw His Excellency’s attention. I should gladly have pre¬ 
ferred to have been spared the necessity for tho following melan¬ 
choly enumeration, but I know of no other method of meeting your 
diplomacy, or of arousing a sympathy which appoars to bo unna¬ 
turally dormant, or reviving a sense of manly duty which seems to 
he dead. 

Let me ask you to read the following Death and Mutilation 
Roll of those who, nninstructcd in the insidious severity of North- 
Western winter's cold, have died as victims, or livo as mutilated 
sulferers; and largely from a withhold knowledge of its dangerous 
power, and the selfish deceptions and teachings of beguiling men. 

You will please to bear in mind that tho instances I present are 
merely culled from a few unsmothered records which have been per¬ 
mitted to meet the public eye. They furnish but a feeblo insight 
into the measure of that loss and ruin of life which tho future may 
disclose, or careful and conscientious collaboration would even now 
secure. 

You will reflect while you read, that these instances are the van¬ 
guard of that army of victims whose fate I described nearly a year 
ago, with a sadly close prevision (2) and a painfully exact appre¬ 
ciation of tho probable relations between inexcusably manufactured 
cause and inevitable natural effect. 

Incidental Notices of Death, on Mutilation by Freezing in 
Manitoba and the North-West during Dec., Jan. 
and Feb., 1882-83. 


December, 1882. 

1. —Frozen on the Prairie—Joseph Robinson, of Brandon—Body 

found thirty miles from Brandon on the Prairie—Frozen stiff. 

2. —An elderly man froze to death close to his tent, on the prairie 

near where Joseph Robinson’s body was found. 

January. 

3. —On the 23rd January the larger number of the voters in the 

Birtle District were frozen, some of them seriously. "It is 
stated that four-fifths of the 200 who voted in Minnedosa were 
severely frost bitten. 

4. —Winnipeg Hospital is so crowded that some of the patients 

have to lie upon the floor. A considerable number of the in¬ 
mates are suffering from frost bites. 

5. —Winnipeg, Jan. 26. Over a dozen people will lose limbs, main¬ 

ly through carelessness. 

6. —Mr. G. B. Elliott, of the Brandon Mail, who was brought to 

the Winnipeg Hospital a few days ago with his feet badly 
frozen, had both feet amputated on Saturday. 

7. —Dr. Delahaye of Portage la Prairie lost several of his toes on 

the same day. 


ft) I reapwtfnlly de»lre to call tb« attention of thoae Church of England Clergy. 
■ * ‘ er to HR Grace the late Archbishop of 


men In Bnemixl to whom I transmitted my letter to His Grace the late Archbishop < 
Canterbury, to this matter; and partteolarly to the responsibility attaching to tho 
who incautiously interested themselves In Nadine nninstruoted EswlUh Emigrants, in 
all their usmnfedBsn. to the dangers of a Manitoban or North-Western winter, by 
the angsasdaodlstrlbation of the « , OoLolflSTs , Handbook,* published by the Tract 
Committee of the Society for Prega<rSi *7 Christian Kso«Z*dge. 



8.—A man named Thompson was brought from tho Like of the 
Woods recently, will lose tho greater portion of both feet from 
tho «ame cause. 

!).—Frank Marshall, from near Emerson, caught in ft Blizzard— 
Hands and foot severely frost bitten—it is feared both hands 
will have to be. amputated and possibly one of his loot. 

10. —Alfred 1 iinl, from near 1’urtago la Prairie, frozen to death. 

11. —Three deaths said to have taken place at Hat Portage about 

this time, through dissipation and nxpotuin:. 

Fkiiuuahy. 

12. —Mrs. Spence, of Hockwooil— frozen to death. Mrs. Spence, 

daughter and child, attempted to walk to a neighbour’s, throe 
miles off. Mrs. Spence became exhausted and died. Ihe 
daughter reached tho neighbour’s with tho baby, but her arms 
and hands were frozen. 

13. —James Wylie, a brick-maker of Selkirk—from Scotland in the 

spring—lost in a Blizzard while on his way to visit a sick 
friend. Both hands amputated. 

If.—Five men from Lake in the Woods—Feet badly frozen, in¬ 
volving loss of feet or toes. 

15. —Tho following extract from a private, letter lias been permitted 

to appear in the newspapers—it would be well if more of 
these sad records were made public to warn the uninstructed 
and the unwary. The letter is dated “Penso, North-West Ter¬ 
ritory,” Feb. 14, 1883. Pense is on tho line of tho Canada 
Pacific liailroad and not far from Regina :—“I very much re¬ 
gret to report that lives have been sacrificed out here during 
tho cold wave of a few weeks ago, but, after all, it was not so 
much the fault of the country aa that of tho unfortunate per¬ 
sons who rashly exposed themselves to its rigors in an open 
plain. Three men left Maple Creek with a pony and sleigh 
to attend a dance at Fort Walsh, 28 miles distant. By some 
mishap the sleigh gave out. They all reached within three 
miles of the Fort, when two of them gave up in despair, say¬ 
ing that they would ‘Pass in their cheques here.’ The third 
man, with dying courage, wrapped liis blankets around him, 
mounted his pony and reached the Fort, giving the alarm. 
When a party with a wagon reached the scene they found the 
two men in the embrace of death, wrapped in their snowy 
winding sheets. During the same blizzard four American de¬ 
serters perished near Fort Walsh, and were found dead. An¬ 
other party of three are missing, and beyond a doubt have 
shared the same sad fate.” 

March. 

16. —Mr. F. X. Gisborne, Jr., son of Dominion Inland Superinten¬ 

dent, engaged on telegraph construction in the North-West, 
had his face badly frozen a few days ago when the thermome¬ 
ter fell to 53 below zero. One eye and the muscles of one 
side of his face had to be removed. 

17. —A man named Bolton had his feet frozen recently while in 

bed, ati his home at Pembina Crossing. 

&c., &c.,,• See., ■, &c. 
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I omit, among other*, the heart-rending report published about 
Mr. John Woods and his family, trusting that there may be some 
mistake in that harrowing recital. 

I think I may safely say that there have come undor my own 
very limited observation notices of twenty deaths and many more 
mutilation of limbs requiring amputation, besides a hundred and 
fifty cases of severe frost bites, whose termination is not recordod. 
But what is the spring to reveal in the outlying and remote districts 
of Manitoba and the North-West! I have no doubt whatever that 
the extracts I have given lie at the surface meanly of the sufferings 
which have been endured and the deaths which havooccurodinthu 
great expanse of country covered bv immigrants uninstructed as to 
the awful severity of the winter's cold of Manitoba and the North- 
West. This intense winter cold is not exceptional but the normal 
feature of the Manitoban winter. 

Is it not well worth considering what those people are to do who 
have had their hands and feet amputated; and where the responsi¬ 
bility lies for guiding them to a helpless life by means of painted 
delusions! 

A good many cases of loss of life took place the previous winter 
which were not noticed by the Winnipeg Press, and therefore did 
not como within the knowledge of the public. 

Even Macoun says, “During the past winter, (1881-2), a num¬ 
ber of individuals lost their lives by not fully recognizing the dan¬ 
ger they ran in exposing themselves on the prairie, when a severe 
wind storm (Blizzard) was in progress." (Page 646, Manitoba and 
tho Great North-West). 

This was in tho winter of 1881-2 when comparatively few inex¬ 
perienced immigrants were on the prairies, and yet the Govern¬ 
ment explorer has to notice the loss of a number of lives through 
unpreparedness and want of knowledge even then. But no public 
record of these calamities was permitted to come to the light, all 
was kept hidden and dark. 

So far back as the Dominion Meteorological Report for 1877 we 
read (p. XIII) that the Superintendent says, “I have received an 
application from Winnipeg for the establishment of a cautionary 
Storm Signal there, in order to give warning of the probable ap¬ 
proach of those terrible “Buzz akds” which sweep over the prairies 
in winter and cause so much destruction to life and property. It 
is stated that were such a station established, many lives might be 
saved, as people would not venture on a journey across the prairies 
if timely notice were given of an approaching storm.” 

Thus you see that the loss of many lives has long been a smother¬ 
ed prairie horror, well concealed from the public view. 

Now, Colonel de Winton, please bear in mind, that under the 
shadow of such a Death and Mutilation Record as I have foretold, 
presented, and further foreshadow, the requirements of humanity 
permit me to. write to you of things which the ordinary courtesies 
of life would- otherwise entirely preclude.' In tho presence of that 
vast emigration to the North-West which is represented as about 
to taka -pto* th?B year farm Europe, gathered and accumulated as 
it is from all quartera by the authoritative distribution of false and 
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dangerous information, the knowledge which 1 possess of the sub¬ 
ject demands that no restrictions of servile civilization or heartless 
“Society” should curb the free expression of opiniou respecting 
cause and effect in such cases of great and accumulating disaster. 

The details of the “Colonists’ Handbook” published by the Tract 
Committee of the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, wore 
furnished by Sir Alexander Galt. This Handbook tells the Eng¬ 
lish emigrant thnt in Manitoba ‘'The weather is not felt to be colder 
than in the Province of Quebec, nor no cold an milder winters in 
climates where the Frost, or even a less degree of cold than Frost, 
is accompanied with damp or wind . The testimony is universal 
on this point." The English emigrating classes know little or no¬ 
thing about “30° or 40° below zero," but they know what the 
words I have quoted mean. 

Look at the following table, it is taken from the official annual 
published Returns of the Dominion Meteorological Service, All 
the temperatures given are below zero. Contrast this table with 
the statement in the “Colonists’ Handbook” which I liave italicized 
in the foregoing paragraph. Think of submitting uninstructed and 
unprepared English Emigrants to the honors of these below zero 
tomperatures in every month from November to April—Bix months. 

Below Zero Temperatures. 


Table showing the Monthly Mean and the lowest Monthly Tempera¬ 
tures, all below Zero, during the years and months named, 
at Winnipeg, Manitoba, for ten years. 



Noyem* 

ber. 

December. 

January. 

February. 

March. 

April. 

Lowest. 

s 

** 

P 

3 

Lowest. 

Mean. 

Lowest. 

Mean. 

Lowest. 


Lowest. 

LoweM. 

1871 

28.0 

—fl.8 

—35.0 







■ 

187a 

—JsU.O 

—90 

—41.0 


—34 o 


—31.0 


—26 

—6.(* 

1873 

—26.8 


—33.8 

-4.7 

—35.0 


—36.0 

g 

- 36 


1874 

—32 8 


—3?.7 

—6 5 

—43.6 


—302 


—2L3 

—5,6 


—34.6 


-28.2 

—18.2 

—39..* 

—10.2 



—382 


1878 

—327 

-4.8 

—36.6 

—5.0 

—38 6 


-44.1 


—22.3 


1877 

0.0 


-1.0 

—7.0 

—47 0 


—26.1 


—28.0 

—13.1 

18 78 

—— 


—23 6 


—24.1 


—3.0 




1878 

—6 0 

—13.8 

—63,5 

—4.4 

-36.; 

—7.8 

—43.6 


—23.6 

—14.0 

1880 

-22.1 

-0.0 

-42 1 


-28.0 

—u 

—35.1 


—38.1 

—1.0 


You are reported in the public papers to be directly or indirect¬ 
ly interested in North-West Territory property. This may or may 
not be true. It is further publicly stated that as soon as your ton'ii 
of service with the Governor General expires, you are going to es¬ 
tablish youraelf for an indeterminate period in the North-West. 
Whether this be true or not it has an effect in directing favourable 
attention to the North-West. 

But, every death on the prairie which can he traced to immigra¬ 
tion under the lure of false information is veiled manslaughter. 
Every pound taken from the Immigrants by similar information is 
veiled robbery. Every share consciously sold by a promoter or 
agent in Companies formed under the glozing pictures embodied in 
the official “Information for Intending Immigrants,” is a cruel 
swindle. Finally, every conscious inveigler of poor, uninstructed 
and unprepared immigrants to settle without foreknowledge, on 
free grant prairie farms under the aggregated attractions scattered 



throughout Mukhin 1 bv Sir Alexander dull, is a man fit fur the 
dual:. 

in all tins. I haw no doubt that just and feeling imui will 
agree with mu, therefore t am now going tu show you ihut to eir- 
milato tlm inventions of such a charlatan and rogue as .Maeoun, i> 
to palter with every attribute which makes a man. 

1 am first constrained to point out with careful detail the 
reasons which compel me to interfere so strongly in the matter of 
false representations of Manitoba and the North-West bv Govern- 
ment otficials. 

First.—Respecting SuMxinn Climate. 

Among the most important meteorological tables used to illus 
Irate the supposed summer climate of Manitoba and deceive intend¬ 
ing Emigrants and Investors, there are those which are based upon 
MY OWN FIGURES. 

1 have pointed out in many ways that my figures collected 25 
yearn ago are incorrect in themselves and otherwise unfit for compa¬ 
rison. At the time I published them in my official Reports and in 
my Narrative I noted some of their infirmities, and subscipiently, 
when discovered, their enormous inaccuracies. Captain Blakestun. 
R. A., a competent authority, first detected, in I860, that the figure' 
resulting from Mr. Gunn's observations at Red River, used by me. 
had not been properly reduced, and were consequently very mis¬ 
leading. This has been explained again and again, hut because the 
summer temperatures for 1855-0, given in my Reports and Hook 
published in I860, are inordinately high and excessive, Vicing higher 
than the mean of any subsequent official observations recorded, 
they supply seemingly authorized data for urging the conclusion, 
by means of a trick hereafter described, that the summer tempera¬ 
tures of Manitoba are in excess of those, not only of Toronto, but 
of large portions of various States of the American Union. 

The first comparison was made by the United States Consul, Mr. 
James W. Taylor, in an official report to his Government some¬ 
time about 1862. Mr. Taylor did not heed iny caution about the 
figures I gave for lied River Settlement, but made liis comparisons 
as if my figures were correct. This was quite excusable then, be¬ 
cause Mr. Consul Taylor did not pretend to be a scientific man, and 
there were no special money interests involved to supply a motive 
for coarse exaggeration. 

In 1863 Mr. Sandford Fleming reproduced Consul Taylor's table 
of comparative temperatures between one place in Red River Set¬ 
tlement and various toicnts in different States of the Union, with 
my uncorrected figures at the head of the list and the basis of com¬ 
parison. You will find them on page 15 of Mr. Fleming’s “Me¬ 
morial of the People of Red River,” printed by order of the legis¬ 
lature of Canada in 1863, exactly 20 years ago. 

Subsequently, a certain Canadian writer took Consul Taylor’s com¬ 
parative table, struck out the names of the towns he gives where 
the observations were made, leaving the name of the State only, 
and retained the Consul’s conclusions. In consequence of these 
changes you read on page 159 of Professor Macoun's work entitled 
“Manitoba and the Great North-West,” dedicated by special per- 
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mission to his Excellency the Governor General, the following con¬ 
clusions respecting The Red River drawn from this altered table. 

“It mill that be seen that the mi miner in mariner than that oj 
“Northern IUiuoie, Wertern Wieeonein, Northern New York or 
“Toronto," and tho table ns altered shows it. 

But if yon tnko my corrected figures for Bed Itiver Settlement, 
or make proper comparisons with more recent and accurate data 
and compatible localities, you will find that thoy establish exactly 
contrary conditions to those deduced from tho false comparisons 
presented to the reader by Maeoun. The summer climate of Red 
River settlement comes out greatly below those of tho parts of the 
States named. 

Again, if you examine the figures given by Maeoun, you will find 
my August temperature of one place in Red River Settlement 
raised from 63°.3 to 68°.03 ; this we will suppose is a misprint, 
because the details when added together, do not give my er¬ 
roneous mean 07°.76, which Maeoun has retained, but a still higher 
mean, namely, 60°.43. Tho summer mean, 67 <, 76, is ulxiut three 
degrees too high, as you will discover by reference to Capt. Rlakus- 
ton’s Report, published in 1860 ; also to tho .Smithsonian contri¬ 
butions, where Mr. Gunn’s figures are properly reduced. Vol. 
XXI, 187G, page 4.) 

Comparison also shows that while introducing as tho standard 
my uncorrected, and exaggerating figures of 1855-56, these men of 
.Science, so-called, by changing the tenths to hundredths have re¬ 
duced the means of all the other Stations, and selected fresh figures 
for Toronto. 

For instance, Consul Taylor’s original table, copied by Mr. Sand- 
ford Fleming in 1863, has the record as given below in the first 
lino ; Maeoun and his tribe have altered it so that it reads as given 
in the second lino, and then compared it and others with my uncor¬ 
rected figures for one station at the old Red River Settlement. 

June. July, Aug. Summer Mean. 
1st— Vtica. New York, 04.2 08.5 66.7 66.5 

2nd—New York, (State) 64.02 68.05 60.07 .66.05 

By this process they not only change the bearing of the observa¬ 
tions from a single Town to that of a State, but they reduce the 
value of the observation by nearly half a degree. In a similar man¬ 
ner they have altered the locality from Muscatine, Iowa, to the 
State of Iowa, and Kenosha, Wisconsin, to the State of Wiscon¬ 
sin, and then they triumphantly point to the superiority of Red 
River Summers. These falsified tables are enormously scattered 
by means of the Departmental North-West Literature, and all the 
important Meteorological information respecting the North-West 
thus circulated by the Department is of similar misleading type. 

In the “Information for Intending Emigrants,” prepared in the 
Department of Agriculture itself, my old fallacious summer mean 
of 1855-56, namely, 67°.76, for one spot on Red River is paraded 
as applying to the Province of Manitoba. In the 5th Edition of 
this decoy, on page 5 it is stated—“The summer mean (of Mani¬ 
toba) is 67°.76, which is about the same as that of the State of 
New York." This false statement is persisted in with the Records 
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oftho Dominion Observatory at hand, and it is stretched from one 
place to cover a vast Province. 

Macoun credits this altered and deceiving table to \ lie Iiov. VEneas 
McDonell Dawson, but there, must Ire some great mystery in the 

matter, for I find the same introductory words—letter for letter_ 

in the Official Document entitled, “Information for Intending Emi¬ 
grants," over the name of the lion. J. H. Pope, published in 1872. 
You will be able to trace the same paragraphs on page 23 of the. 
brochure published in 1872, and on pages 157 and 158 of Mn- 
coun’s “Manitoba and the (beat North-West," published in 1882, 
and in many other pamphlets distributed by the Department of 
Agriculture. Thoy nearly all embody the same corrupt and mis¬ 
leading thing, the same profitable lie. 

Therefore, you will not fail to recognize that I am compelled to 
continue to protest most vigorously against this imposition on the 
public, because my figures of 1855-G are made the basis of the false 
representations. If they were correctly used, they would estab¬ 
lish conclusions precisely the opposite to thoso advanced, and in 
my opinion save millions of money and hundreds, if not thousands 
of lives. These figures are made, jointly with falsified winter tem¬ 
peratures, the groundwork for most impudent, and false representa¬ 
tions respecting the summer and winter climate of Manitoba and 
the North-West. When pointed out tc Sir Alexander Galt, he re¬ 
plies that “he does not propose to take any notice of the communica¬ 
tions to which I refer."—(See page 14). Rut he and his friends con¬ 
tinue to entice emigrants; to sell their land ‘lots,’ and to form Com¬ 
panies. These details were published in the Nottinglumi Dail;i 
Guardian eleven months ago. 

You must admit that this evasion is not only injustice but act¬ 
ually criminal, for Sir Alox.Galtand a host of others possessing land¬ 
ed property, or other interests in Manitoba, enjoy the fruits the im¬ 
position secures them; multitudes of trusting persons suffer, and more 
will he made to suffer for the arrogant and arbitrary swindle. I 
have made extraordinary efforts for a long time to check this dis¬ 
honourable injustice to the investing public and to emigrants,— 
it being a part of much otheT deception,—hut as yet without avail. 
I intend to go on until I succeed, as a matter which humanity presses. 

Second.—Respecting Winter Climate. 

Consul Taylor published in 1878 a letter to the St. PatiPs Pioneer 
Press, in which he made use of certain erroneous tables foisted upon 
him. I confine myself to the winter temperatures he gives, having 
discussed the entire table elsewhere. (1) 

Consul Taylor gives the Mean monthly winter temperatures at 
Winnipeg for 1878-9, as subjoined. 


December, 

January, 

February, 

And for Battleford: 

December, 

January, 

February, 


11.07. 

6.10 Below Zero. 
12.32 Below Zero. 


6,48. 

0.43. 

10.25 Below Zero. 


(\) See letter to His Grace the Archbishop of Centeihery. 
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Professor Maeoun lisp. reproduced Consul Taylor’s figures in his 
••Manitoiia and Tin-: Gkkat Nouth-Wicst," lmt ho 1ms made the 
•lanuavv temperature lor Winnipeg 0‘. 1 <> tdmre Zero, instead ot 
below ; the February temperature 12".82 uhnrc Zero,instead ot be¬ 
low ; and the February temperature of llattleford 10".25 ahm-e 
Zero, instead of below. After making these changes he has made 
the Mean annual temperature of Winnipeg 8G".G7 instead ol 01°. 70 
as the Consul gives it, and the Mean temperature for llattleford 
26". 4G instead of 34".82. 

The e|fect of these changes is to make the .January temperature of 
Winnipeg 12 degrees warmer than the Consul has it, and ot Feb¬ 
ruary 24 degrees warmer than the Consul makes it: also the Feb¬ 
ruary temperature of llattleford 20 degrees warmer than the Consul 
can atlbrd. 

Now the Department of Agriculture has copied Macoun’s altered 
figures in the recently issued pamphlet entitled the “Canadian 
Nuutii-West—Cum ate and Piioiuxtions,” adding the words “they 
are as unquestioned as they are unquestionable.” These are scat¬ 
tered everywhere, leading uninstructed people to suppose that the 
climate of Manitoba and the North-West is not so terribly extreme, 
or even abnormally cold as the true records iepresent. The worst 
feature of the whole matter is that this unexampled and most cruel 
roguery is done under the impress of official authority. Strange to 
say no visible public steps have yet been taken to counteract the 
injury to the country it is sure to inflict, livery touter and agent 
selects and dwells upon the most favourable aspect of Manitoba’s 
climate presented to him, and the poor deluded immigrants have to 
sutler. Tho country ought to know who told or bribed Macoun to 
alter those Temperature Records. 

In the public notices heralding the issue of Professor John Ma¬ 
coun’s work, it is stated of this trickster that. “For years he has 
been considered the only reliable authority on the North-West, anil 
not a Government or Colonization pamphlet hut quotes from him 
as proof."— (Guelph Herald, April 5, 1882.) 

Again “Professor Macoun and-—-are the only 

men who could write this book, and whatever they say can be relied 
upon.”—(Toronto Weekly Mail, 7th April, 1882.) I leave one 
name a blank, because 1 conceive that the owner has been misled 
in his relation to this scientific scamp. 

Once again :—“Professor Macoun has long been considered the 
most reliable authority on this very important section of the Do¬ 
minion. Roth Government and Colonization Pamphlets refer to 
him, and his statements have never lieen challenged.”— (Montreal 
Gazette, April 4, 1882.) 

You can scarcely be surprised that under such blazoned authority 
the Canadian Pacific Railway people state in their advertisement 
respecting the sale of $10,000,000 worth of stock, thus:—“The 
Mean Temperature of Winnipeg approximates closely to that of 
Montreal and St. Paul"; or that they say in their recently issued 
and highly illustrated time table that “The MeanlFinh:/ - Tempera¬ 
ture in almost precisely the same as that of St. Paul and Montreal," 
with other monstrosities of similar character. Naturally they would 
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appeal to statements if their allegations were questioned. 

Our own newspapers arc misled in the same way, and I have read 
some melancholy notices of the Government pamphlet, “Canadian 
.Vort.h-Wu.xt—Climate ami Productions.” Hut l have, hail long be¬ 
fore my eyes the Death and Mutii.a iion liuu,, and the awful con¬ 
sequences which were certain to follow the- leading of nuiustnictail 
and Hii/imjitiml people into a Manitoban and North-West Winter 
as it is, not as it, is painted by cruel and designing men. 

It is, I think, quite clear that neither Professor .Macoun, the Rev. 
.Eneas MacDonald Dawson, Mr. Lowe of the Department of Agri¬ 
culture, or any other person whatever, has any right to use my 
ligures, published from 23 to 2(1 years ago, and then stated to bo 
unreliable, ns the basis of impostures in physical geography ; or use 
them for unfittingly describing the capabilities of a vast country for 
the purpose of attracting emigrants, o' 1 for any other similar pur- 
nose whatever. 1 conceive th, 1 it is my duty to resist this impos¬ 
ture by every legal means in nr, power. Jlut when this imposture 
is associated with such inf: mo us meddling with the figures of others 
as 1 have described, and the quoting of original conclusions from 
altered data, it becomes a crime of high order, particularly when if 
leads to mutilation and death. 

M acou.n's Wheat Countky. 

One word with respect to Macoun’s representation of the agricul¬ 
tural adaptation of the country to produce wheat over a vast area, 
ami the method he employs to show it. 

On page 145 Macoun gives a meteorological table in winch he 
compares the temperatures of Winnipeg, Fort McLeod, Norway 
House and Fort Simpson, referring the reader to the Meteorological 
Report for 1878 as his authority. 

Now, when you trace out his figures you find that in this, as ill 
all other leading cases, the scamp has compared different solected 
years, which bear out the view ho wants to propagate, and ho has 
given a wrong authority, lie has presented the temperatures 

Of Winnipeg, for the year 1870, (See Meteorological Repoit for 1876. > 
- Fort McLeod, ‘‘ “ 1870, ( " do. do. ) 

“ Fort Simpson, “ ■* 1875, ( “ do. do. ) 

NorwavHouse,“ “ 1841 & 1847, (Smithsonian Contributions, 

Vo). XXII., 1870, page 4.) 

Yet he refers yon to the Meteorological Report for 1878 where 
you will not find them. And after selecting different, years, he says— 
•‘We, see that the summer temperature in the North-West Territo¬ 
ries is exceptional.” 

On page 200 of his book, he applies this “exceptional” table to 
prove the adaptability of an immense area in the North-West Ter¬ 
ritories as suitable for the cultivation of wheat, with this monstrous 
generalization, “Now in the tables given in the chapter on climate, 
it is shown that in every part of the Territory the temperature e.c- 
reeih fhut.” (Sixty degrees for July and August.) On page 141, 
he says his remarks apply mainly to, an area of 667,600 square 
miles—and to prove his conclusions for the greater portion of this 
area, say ten times as big as England, he gives you the incompa¬ 
tible temperatures of four places in three different years. 
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There are plenty of passages in the book which show that when 
he wrote that and other statements ho knew that ho was lying. 
Now, who bribed him to lie? 

The title of Macoun’s Book is “Manitoba and the Great North- 
West.” This title appears at the top of every even page. But in 
furnishing his readers with the names of “respectable and intelli¬ 
gent farmers in the North-West,” as wheat growers, ho has selected 
his witnesses from residents in Manitoba.—(p. 206, 207). He has 
repeated the outrage I have long since pointed out as perpetrated 
by the deceiving author of the Government pamphlet, “What 
Farmers Sav." Who bribed these rogues thus to deceive the pub¬ 
lic 1 Mr. Lowe ought to know. 

No man who possesses a medium knowledge of physical geogra¬ 
phy and who would submit to public cross examination on the sub¬ 
ject, or cross examination in the witness-box, dare assert that five- 
sixths of the area assigned by Macoun to the profitable cultivation 
of wheat, as far as our present knowledge goes, are not made extra 
hazardous by climate, or wholly precluded by water, or rock, or 
morass, or nature of the soil. 

You can prove any thing you like about climate, within certain 
limits, by adopting the process of selection. This charlatan, Ma¬ 
coun, pursues this process in all important cases of illustration he 
advances respecting his falacies about Manitoba and the North-West. 

Take Peace Liver, and remember Macoun’s description of the 
whole of tho Peace Liver Country, (page 101 Handbook for Emi¬ 
grants) and of Dunvogan and its “crops.” 

This is the official record of the mean monthly temperature of 
Dunvogan for 1880, you will find it in the Dominion Meteorologi¬ 
cal Leport for that year :— 


Year. 1880. Fort Dunvkoan—Mean Monthly Tehpkhatueh. 


January, 

February, 

March, 

April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 

August, 

September, 

October, 

November, 

December, 

Year, 


20.5 Below Zero. 
3.6 

9.0 

20.2 

49.2 
56.8 
63 
5 

46.6 

39.3 
19.0 

15.5 Below Zero 
27.00 


Lowest Temp. 


ay. a 

56.8 ) s 
55.0 ) 1 


Summer Mean 58.3. 

Mean of July and August 59.0. 


Lowest Temp. 


—62.4 

—50.4 

—52.0 

—27.4 


— 21.8 

—47.4 


Look at the Summer Mean ;—the Annual Mean four degrees be¬ 
low the freezing point of water—the minimum temperature ranging 
from 21° to 62° below Zero, and continuing through November to 
April. The Mean 59° for July and August, and Macoun’s great in¬ 
vention about 60° prevailing everywhere. Shame on the men who 
would parade the Peace Liver Country as a fanning or pastoral 
region clamoring for railways and people. 

Think of vast fanning in a country where the mean annual tem¬ 
perature falls four degrees below the freezing point of water. The 
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subsoil must bo permanently frozen, if this mean prevails through¬ 
out a brief aggregate of years. 

Now let me point out to you an extraordinary association of 
events which has boon disclosed, and may lead to important re¬ 
sults. 

About tho time L was pointing out in England to the English 
public in the spring of 1882, through the Nottingham Daily Guar¬ 
dian, and in other ways, some of the leading impostures 1 have de¬ 
scribed, certain Canadian newspapers were heralding the appear¬ 
ance of Professor Macoun’s work in terms of unqualified laudation. 

Sir Alexander Galt, although pressed by me in language which 
a knowledge of his complicity in heinous fraud could alone justify, 
not only forboro to take any steps to arrest the re-publication un¬ 
der the highest auspices of these impositions on the public, but he 
refused in writing to “notice my communications,” from May 1881 
to April 1882. (See page 14). He went to Canada early in May, 
1882, and permitted Macoun’s work to appear without modifica¬ 
tion. He allowed, after they had lieen pointed out to him, tho 
falsehoods of this rogue to be re-produced under tho auspices of the 
< lovernor General of Canada by special permission. 

Is not Sir Alexander Galt morally, if not legally, responsible in 
a large measure for the formation and sultsequent ruin of some of tho 
Canadian Cclcrization Companies'? Is he not responsible for the 
present condition of the Duke of Manchester’s Canada North-West 
I;vnd Company, (including the “Land Corporation of Canada") 
whose prospectus was issued last July, and whose shares, with 80 
shillings paid up, are now quoted (March 12th) in London at 59s. 
and in Montreal at 56s. ? Is he not morally responsible for much 
of the mutilation, if not some of the deaths, which have occurred 
in Manitoba and the North-West through the unpreparedness of un- 
instructed immigrants arising from the distribution of information 
known at the time to be false ? Witness the “Colonists Handbook.” 

These are questions which a competent jury can decide when the 
proper time arrives. 

It is reasonable to suppose that if Sir Alexander Galt had taken 
the manly course of looking at and acting according to my state¬ 
ments, many financial disasters would not have occurred, for public 
exposition of the false data, upon which the adventures were based, 
would have prevented their organization. Hudson Bay Company’s 
stock would not have bounded up to 39 and sank to 29. It is 
equally clear that the emigrants forewarned, would have been in 
great part deterred, or forearmed. But to have announced the im¬ 
postures with authority, would have prevented Sir Alexander Galt 
and his friends from securing the proceeds of their special adven¬ 
tures. It would have spoiled their game. 

One word about Mr. Consul Taylor. This gentleman is a plea¬ 
sant writer, very fond of dabbling in temperatures and drawing 
astounding conclusions from any thermometry; records handed to 
him which may be interesting to his numerous friends. He occu¬ 
pies a prominent official position and he has long been made the 
speculators cat’s-paw. 

Being an elderly gentleman of very amiable character, his friends 
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supply him with figures, thr* Consul draws his conclusions and his 
marvellous discoveries are bruited abroad under the imposing in¬ 
fluence of his official name and his alien position, which is repre¬ 
sented as a guarantee of his “unquestioned and unquestionable" 
accuracy. 

There is now no “Meteorologist” in Europe or America upon 
whose name adulation has been showered from sordid motives, so^ 
well known among the emigrating classes in England ns that of the 
United States Consul Taylor. This has been effected by the litera¬ 
ture circulated under the auspices of interested parties, particularly 
Sir Alexander Galt and the Canadian Department of Agriculture ; 
also the infamous delusions perpetrated hv Col. Dennis. 

The United States Government have done, everything that comi¬ 
ty requires in such a matter, as you will discover by reference to 
my letter addressed to the late Archbishop of Canterbury, entitled 
“An Outcome of the Lambeth Conference.” The United States 
Government, through the United States Signal Service, have direct¬ 
ed all the attention needed to the meteorological imperfections of 
their Consul—and I have shown you what Macoun has done and 
the writer of the Departmental Pamphlet, entitled “Canadian 
Nouth-West—Climate and Productions” —with these same im¬ 
perfections—they have immensely magnified them, and then said 
they were reliable. 

You are aware that prior to the reception of your letter to which 
this communication is a reply, I dispatched two registered letters 
to His Excellency the Governor General, dated respectively March 
5th and 6th, (Nos. VI and VII), in which I have adverted to new 
and important matter. 

I noticed in the first of these communications the occurrence of 
numerous other grave misrepresentations in Professor Macoun’s 
work. These are misleading reproductions of falsifications previ¬ 
ously pointed out in publicly circulated printed documents. 

All the leading tables prepared by Macoun and his conclusion.' 
therefrom are nothing less than the concoctions of a scientific rogue. 
They are designed to mislead unread and ignorant people respect¬ 
ing the physical characteristics and features of an immense area of 
country it is sought to present before the public eye as merchant¬ 
able, and a suitable field for profitable commercial speculations and 
investments. These rascally inventions are paraded under the au¬ 
thority of high names and official stamp. They are nothing but 
traps for the unwary and unconscious believers in the honesty of 
high sounding cr well known names. They are circulated to an 
immense extent, with knowledge of their criminalty, by Sir Alex¬ 
ander Galt throughout the British Isles, and they null prove disast¬ 
rous to numerous investors. (1) ' 

I fear that the trusting people who have not time or bent to look 
into these matters will have to suffer financially for this roguery in 
addition to the sufferings of the Immigrants. 

The heartless speculators, promotors, leeches, parasites and “pa- 

flj Tour attention In particularly directed to the Hat of letter* given in the accom¬ 
panying Appendix B, which relate to Sir, Alexander Galt', operations In England.em¬ 
body warnings, and point ont fraudulent misrepresentations. . These letters will be 
available at the proper moment. 
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triots” will be all light, but it will be at the cost of future skeletons 
in the closet. 

Perlmps the worst tinancial feuture in the whole matter, arising 
from the inhumanity of the design and the gilding of the proceed¬ 
ings, will be found in the effect produced in Europe on Canada as 
a whole, when the Bubble finally bursts. 

The circulation of the purchased frauds manufactured by Ma- 
coun, Dennis. Bell, Begg and others, in Emigration Pamphlets, in 
tho Proceedings of distinguished Societies and by Ueligious Incor¬ 
porations has been enormous, amounting to millions of copies. 

The writings and delineations of these false witnesses have been 
permitted to invade sacred precincts under atrocious and sordid in¬ 
fluence. All this must be atoned for, for this visciuus work is as¬ 
sociated with financial intrigues, whose temporary success confers 
on a few, vilely won distinction and splendour, but whose ultimate 
failure is ruin to tens of thousands, accompanied by a death and 
mutilation roll of terrible import. 

I think there can.be no doubt that the loss of life from freezing, 
and the mutilation of limbs from the same cause, among tho immi¬ 
grants in Manitoba and the North-West since November and up 
to the middle of March, will considerably exceed the losses at Tel- 
el-Kebir, which gave Egypt to the civilization of our conquering 
race. 

1 fear that before the winter closes five hundred will scarcely 
cover the list of killed and wounded in tho unequal warfare with 
Manitoban and North-Western Winter’s cold by unprepared ami 
uninstructed immigrants. And when you think of the condition 
in which many thousands were described to be living —is tknts— 
throughout the Souris and the Qu’apelle country, during the lovely 
but fleeting autumnal September and part of October, you can not 
think this estimate too high. 

Winter came, as it always comes there, with a sudden and in¬ 
exorable grip. Think of a mean zero temperature for four months 
in tent*, or small boarded dwellings, or hastily built log, or turf 
huts, and very little dry fuel available within easy reach, or near 
at hand. All this, with the temperature often sinking to 30°, 40° 
and even 50° below zero, when mercury freezes, trees crack with a 
sharp report, ponds and small*lakes and biooks become solid ; while 
insufficiently protected human life, with all its aspirations and know¬ 
ledge, sinks a succumbing victim to cold it cannot escape. 

The present outlook in the Souris and Qu’apelle country is har¬ 
rowing ; and no violence of invective, or furious rage of speculator, 
or declamation of touter will conceal the ruin. The revelations ot 
private correspondence mast come to the light, and open inquiry 
disclose the reason for, and the agents of, this brutal inveiglement. 

You will bear in mind that I published in August last, with 
much illustrative detail, certain conclusions based on acknowledged 
physical premises, which conclusions showed that a large number 
of the immigrants who had gone to Manitoba and the North-West 
Territory in 18§2, mast, i> the natural eovrseof events be mu¬ 
tilated or frceen to death. I pointed out that this result was inevi¬ 
table in consequence of the misrepresentations made to them and 
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their un[)i'f|*ar(*«lm‘ss tu winter cub I hjlh iuiiuiM.? uml assur¬ 
ed.- 1 besought special attention to the subject, and bogged that 
die emigrants might hocumlfor. In order to dr.iw attention to the 
matter 1 went so tar as to style these deluded people ill advance, 
"Tkk Mi niu-uun Victims ukRuotkite!) Fraud.” (See page !)2— 
•‘Emigration, Lind and Railway Frauds—An Outcome of the Lnm- 
h‘-:h ('uui'erenci* of 1878,” being a letter addressed to the Lite 
Archbishop of t’anterlmry concerning the “Colonists* Handbook"). 

'l'he roguery of Macoun, the dreadful laxity of Mr. Lowe, and 
the black responsibility of Sir Alexander Halt and others, will be¬ 
gin to dawn upon you soon. 

Von have to consider the present year. Mr. Lowo is alleged to 
have stated in his recent evidence before the Colonization and Im¬ 
migration < ’ommittee that the prospects for European emigration 
this year “were very bright.” The European Agents report an 
enormous emigration to < ’anada, as the result of their unhallowed 
(dibits. In addition we have the remarkable proposition by Mr. 
ti. Stepln-n, ’’resident of the Canadian Pacific Railway. Mr. O. 
Stephen’s letter in the London Y'/W* of March 2nd, (Afu/7), I re¬ 
legate to a foot-note, (l) merely remarking that to send the 50,000 
of the class of Irish spoken of, to the Canadian Novth-West, would 
lie equivalent to sending one-fourth, or 12,500, to mutilation or pro- 
liable death from freezing before next Christmas. 

As to the Hit) acres “of the very heat quality of farming land 
tree of cost,” 1 can only say that Mr. Coorge Stepheushould be put 
in the witness box and questioned exhaustively about his Canadian 
Nurih-West Literature distributed in England, describing the soil, 
his own Official Memorandum describing the climate, and tho autho¬ 
rities he can produce for tho cruel lies he has told and sanctioned. 

hi December, 1881, All*, George Stephen was furnished by me 
with a printed letter (registered) elucidating tho falsehoods of Pro¬ 
fessor Macoun, and pointing out in detail the proofs of the rogueries 
of this charlatan, Mr. George Stephen was further cognizant of 
my action in London during April and May, 1882, in relation to 
the Mansion House Committee for the “Emigration of the Unern- 
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Tu tii-. Editor of thr 2'imes* 

dm,—Will vou permit me to offer ft practical suggestion with reference to tbe de¬ 
plorable condition of* large poiUonof the final! (aimer class Id Ireland, which Mr. 
1‘n vth an de-crllx** Id bis speech In the Moose of Commons last night In the following 
wind*:—'“The condition of the pooiest claaa of farmer* wan more deplorable that 
that of any cla** ofpeople living Id any civilized country. There were.” be said. # ‘C7,- 
o>K> farmer* oftrom one to tivv aeres.snd 100,000 from five to 10 acres, asul in the latter 
cla**, In many cases, there were not more than from two to two and A half acres of 
arable land.” 

Aenuming that these unfortunate people are really farmers dceoatarad to work at 
the cultivation of the land, and that they are ablcand willing to work at it, I would 
*it 3 iEgett tlmt 10,000 of them, with th*l» taipHles, ?»y, 60.000 la alt, be aem out to the 
r&nadian North-West and landed there during the months of May. and June, at the 
expense of the Government If that were done, I think! am safe wssjtng that every 
bunUy. could be, provided with iflQ acres of whs very best quality of farming Uod flreo 
of cost, and that arrangements could be made with the railway,. land, and ^Ionisa¬ 
tion companies interested In the ‘ settlement of the co unt r y , by which each farmer 
would be advanced the capital tNreeesttrr to build a ep&H souse &Qd to give him a 
•tare In Ws toeVr lifr. I«m,S1r,yocnfMthhiUy, 

0K0.8TEPHBN, 

Pre?hU*t oi the: Canadian Pacific Railway Company. 
101 , Camiomatreet, E. C.» Feb. S3. 


ployed" and the cum-spundmuu 1 2 which p^sed. (1) Mr, George 
Stephen permitted hhuseli to ignore all these representations, and 
to hug ami profit by the delusions he so persistently propagates. 

In his moments ot sickness uud sinking health, when courage 
and self-reliance hegiu to tail, and fears and doubts to take tlmir 
place, INIr George Stephen will probably see the spectres of many 
a lYuZ'Ul eye ceaselessly tixed on him. 

1 have now to point out to you a inu.-t important fact connected 
with tin* method pursued to deceive emigrants and investors in 
England. There is pasted or inserted in most of the Government 
Pamphlets, issued by the Government Agents, a yellow slip of 
paper on which the following words arc printed:— 

‘‘The Canadian Government, with a view of affording ComiKn 
and Kcmahkk information to intending Settlors and of giving them 
every facility in obtaining it, have opened commodious offices at 
K> Water Street, Liverpool, where Statute*, Government Pk- 
tuuns, Sessional Papers, Pepurts ox Trade, Mars, Senei mens m 
Grain and other Products, Samples ok Soil, and in fact, all con¬ 
ceivable matters of interest to visitors to the Dominion, whether 
with view to permanent settlement or not, may be consulted and 
inspected. The Government Agent of the Dominion will also In; 
ready to give advice and assistance.” 

&c., See., Ac., Ac. 

The slip is inserted in those atrocious delusions” What Farmer.’* 
Say”— “A Hand-book for Emigrants,” Ac.. Ac. Inthes * documents 
you will find Mttcoun’a falsehoods, and false meteorological tables, 
Ac.. Ac., printed for the emigrant’s and investor’s guidance, hi 
the mazed and embarrassing Sessional Papers to which the Emi¬ 
grant is referred for proof—he will find that many of the leading 
statements thus advanced are FALSE. (2) 

You will further observe that in my letters to Sir J. A. Mac¬ 
donald (Xo. X), and to His Excellency the Governor Geneval (No. 
VII), I have pleaded for » public examination to enable me to 
prove this statement, and thus assist in removing the causes of sore 
distress in many ways to our fellow-countrymen. 

Suppose, if it be possible, that this reasonable request be not 
granted, and, as in the case, of Sir Alexander Galt, it elicits the re¬ 
sponse, “no notice will be taken- of your communications.” What 
will the public think of the matter] Is there any other conclusion 
possible, than this—All my statements art 1 true; the men implica¬ 
ted dtu-e not face the inquiry ; immigrants and investors must con¬ 
tinue to suffer in order to shield them ; Mutilation and Heath 
must ho upheld in their sway for fear of breaking the wings of half 
a dozen Harpies. 

The comments of a portion of the English press on some of the 
abuses and perversions alluded to have been noticed in Canada and 
in the Canadian House of Commons Therefore it is quite unne- 

(1) See printed “Correspondence relating to the Emigration of the Unemployed.** 

(2) For a tolerably complete outline of there deceptions, with retereocea to the See* 
sioluU Papers which reveal them, my letter to Ut* Grace the Ute Archbishop of 
Canterbury, entitled •’An Outcome ol the Lambeth Conference.” A much toiler ac- 
coant hi found la the annotated copy—and nnmeTOci illustrations io tlie rarioas fet¬ 
ters enumerated In the corarotmicatlone referred to in this letter. 
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eessary for mu to point out tho very obvious termination of those* 
adventures which are largely based upon the gross misrepresonta- 
tions already publicly paraded and Hpucially pointed out. Neither 
is it necessary to allude to tho very inconvenient ami harassing 
position which may become the lot of some promoters. 

It is known in properly informed circles, that Manitoba and the 
North-West embrace a tolerably well described and defined area of 
land fitted for present farming purposes h// a i/rciiluat pence** of 
caution* *cttlcmcnt, con*intent with tho extreme character of the 
climate and the very scanty fuel and water resources of the prairie 
portion of the country suitable for that purpose. 

Hut. the most grevious impos : *ion or crime a scientific man, pro¬ 
fessionally employed by the -State, can commit in his line of busi¬ 
ness. is to falsify scientific data relating to physical geography, sup¬ 
press, distort and misapply information, and then authoritatively 
publish conclusions therefrom, in order, regardless of dangerous 
consequences, to influence the life actions of a multitude of unin¬ 
structed people and unduly promote gigantic commercial specula¬ 
tions. 

This has been done by Jlacoun; in a less degree by other Gov¬ 
ernment employees. 

To necept. and propagate, with consciousness of their defects, 
those manufactured frauds, and to act upon them for sordid pur¬ 
poses or any purpose whatever, thereby endangering human life, 
limb or property, is to become an accomplice. ( Part-icep* crimi- 

II is). 

This is the position of Sir Alexander Galt and some of his allies. 

1 make this statement and charge after nearly two years continu¬ 
ous labour in fruitless endeavors to stay the progress of the decep¬ 
tions faintly outlined. Deceptions which have already resulted 
most mournfully and disastrously to many, and if continued, pro¬ 
mise distress, mutilation or death to many more. 

My efforts, persisted in ceaselecsly throughout the period named, 
under numerous forms of discouragement and opposition, having 
been met with scornful indifference, culpable diplomaoy or direct 
refusal, compel me in the interests of humanity publicly to press 
them in the manner now presented. 

I say in relation to Macoun, that it seems to me to be the acme 
of cruelty, further to permit this poor trickster's impostures to in¬ 
fluence the public under official glamour. They cannot fail to lead 
more uninstructed immigrants to mutilation or death, and more con¬ 
fiding investors to probable ruin, merely for sordid purposes; or, to 
save from exposure and obloquy those who have encouraged him in 
his nefarious work and used his perversions and falsehoods to in¬ 
crease their wealth. I am advised that this kind of co-operative 
work is equivalent to COMPOUNDING FELONY ■; and when this 
desperate strait leads to further destruction of life or limb by neg¬ 
lect, it becomes exceedingly grave. 

Therefore, I hare to press updn you the absolute necessity for 
communicating, without delay, mv letters to His Eseeltensy the 
Governor Gjeriieral, in order that he may exerefcfe that Just ana wish 
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direction in tho matter which his humanity will suggest and his 
uprightness secure. 

I have the honour to bo, 

Your Obedient Servant, 

Henry You la Hand. 

Formerly in charge of the Aesiniboine and Saskatchewan 
Explorir® Expedition. 

Post Script. —Since the forcgoln" was written I iind the following 
notice in the Montreal ” r Un.eM of the 16th March, 1883. It gives spe¬ 
cial force to much of the matter in my letter:— 

OTTAWA. 

(Special ta the Wi/iie**, March 10 .^ 

‘•Mr. Richardson and Mr. T. DeWlntoa, brotbor of Col. P^Wlnton, military Men. 
ury to Hta Excellency tho Governor General, leave tonight for tho North*west to 
take op ftrmlDf lands. Col* De Win ton is interested In tn* project also." 

You will observe that the repetition of the announcement of your per¬ 
sonal interest in North-West Speculations gives a colour to your posi- 
lion which requires your special attention. 

I learn from the papers that Mr. Peter White, M. P., is chairman of 
the Committee on Immigration and Colonization. I presume that mj 
letter (No. Ill) to tho Chairman of this Committee for the infoimatlon 
of its members, with enclosures, has been communicated to that impor¬ 
tant body;aUo that Mr. Lowe, in accordance with my request, (No.IX) 
has brought the general subject under the notice of the Committee. 
The urgency and importance of the mattei demand immediate action. 

I see from the papers that two more frozen bodies have been found in 
the snow, one near Winnipeg and one near Selkirk. h. y. r. 


Note on the Red River Floods. 

I append to this letter a note respecting a statement reported to 
have been recently made in Scotland by Sir Alexander Galt, in re¬ 
lation to the Red River Floods. 

The statement is quoted in the St. John Telegraph of March 9th, 
1883, aa appearing in a Scottish paper. 

Sir Alexander Galt is reported to have said, “There had been ex¬ 
tensive floods in the Red River Valley, which is a very exceptional 
circumstance. They have not occurred for Twenty-five Years 

BEFORE, AND ARB NOT LIKELY TO OCCUR AGAIN.” 

I give you now the facts of the case. 

The following are the recorded great flood years in the Valley of 
Red River—some authorities are given on page 393, Vol. II, of my 
narrative of the Canadian Exploring Expeditions, published in 
1860. These are again found with startling measurements by com¬ 
petent engineers, and with important additional data in the official 
Report of Mr. Sandford Fleming for 1880, pages 264 to 286. 
Numerous details were published by me, over nay name, in the St. 
John Telegraph of Feb. 2nd, 1876, under the heading, “Considera¬ 
tions affecting the Canadian Pacific Railway.” 

Flood Years. Period of Interval. 

1776—On the authority of Mr. Nolin. 

1790—Indian Tradition. 14 years. 

1809—Indians living in the Settlement when Ross wrote. 19 years. 
lg2&_.Mi8slonary Register, Dec. 1826. 15 years, 

1853—Notes cm the Flood by the Biahop o. Rupert’s 

Land. 26 yearn. 

1861—Living Residents. 9 years; 

ld3&~Littag Residents. 21 years. 
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These flood yours <lo not include the years of minor floods. Some 
i/f those :ii‘o noticoil in Mr. Fleming's Report. 

His Craco Archbishop Tache is perfectly correct in liis allusioii- 
to Flood “Records of this country” in his h tier to the Rev. Father 
Nugent, because the country had no “records," in the proper sen.-e 
of the term, which would go hack to 1776. Rut in Physical Sci 
once, well authenticated tradition, strengthened liv geological ami 
eeogruphie.it evidence, is a record which must he received res pool 
ing natural occurrences, 

Everybody should read the Archbishop's description of the win¬ 
ter climate of the Prairie Region in His (trace’s “Sketch of the 
North-West of America.” It would open men’s eyes. His (Iran 
says, “Winter has arrived in the beginning of November and eon 
tinues more or less in April, and, Croat (lod I what winter ! ()m- 

must travel in the midst of these vast plains and camp out during 
entire weeks in the midst of these snowy oceans to understand how 
scarce wood is there, and yet how necessary it is.” 

These “snowy oceans” this year, in the region of the tlraml 
Pot can de Missouri, and over tie* country which drains into t lie 
Souris, are unusually storm tossed. The excess of precipitation 
over an average of years in the extreme, North-West of the 1'nited 
States for the mouths October, November, December and January, 
amounts to m arly two inches of water. February, March and April 
may increase instead of diminishing this excess. . 8110111(1 the ad 
vent of spring lie sudden, there, seems to bo no escape from a de 
vastatiug tlood. '1 he (leologieal Records on the Souris, the Assini 
boine, and Red River, the water marks on the South Antler ( reel, 
and in the Lower (^u'upelle, all tell, like writing on the wall, what 
is to be the fate of Winnipeg, sooner or later—this year or the next 
—or the next. You will find traced on my map of Red River Scl 
tlement, published in my Report for 1857, the approximate limit- 
of the area (in the parish of St. Andrew) never known to lie de¬ 
vastated by Hoods. 

We find from the authorities quoted on page 31 of the “Cana 
dian North-\\ est—Climate and Productions,” that the lateral ex 
pansion of the flood wave has been effectually prevented by raising 
the Railway embankments. This is equivalent to saying, ‘overv 
thing has been done to concentrate the full effects of future flood 
waves on the city of Winnipeg, situated in the throat of the 
artificial funnel down which these tlood waves must discharge their 
waters.’ In 1820 the level of the tlood waters above the prairie 
north of St. John’s Church, before limiting embankments were made, 
was eight feet, north of Kildonan Church seven feet, at Point Doug¬ 
las seven feet, at the mouth of the Assiniboine five feet. (See page 
269 Canadian Pacific Railway Report, under date 24th Sept,, 1871)). 
\\ hat will now be the height and force of floods within the coniin 
ing embankments 1 

APPENDIX B. 

Letters refereed to in the Foot-note on Page 32. 

1. —To Frederick Young, Esq., Hon. Sec. Royal Colonial Inst'tute. 

London, England, dared Windsor, Nova Scotia, 13th Dec., 1881. 

2, -To the same, dated 14 Dec., 1881. 


o.—To Sir Alexander Halt, dited 14th 1 >t»c., 1*81. 

4. —To the Duke of Manchester, Vice President. Royal Colonial Insti¬ 

tute. dated 14tIi Dee. 1881 . 

5. —To Robert (J. WebMer, Esq.. L. L. 15., dated 14th Doe., 1881. 

U.—To Fred. Young, Ksij.. Hon. See Roy. Col. Inst.., dated Windsor, 
Nova Scotia, Feb. did, 1882. 

".—To Fred. Young, Esq., Hon. Sec. Roy. Col. Institute, dated Inns 
of Court Hotel, London. March 22 nd, 1882. 

s.—To the same, dated Inns of Court Hotel, Loudon, March 25, 1882. 

0.—To the same, dated lints of Court Hotel, London, March 25, 1882. 

10. —To the same, dated Inns of Court Hotel, Louden, March 2i), 1882. 

11, —To S. W. Silver, Esq., Member of the Council of the Royal Colonial 

Institute, Loudon, dated Inns of Court Hotel, March ill, 1882. 
12 —To S.W. Silver, Esq., office of the ‘’Colonies and India,” Sun Court, 
(17 (■nrnhill, London, dated Inns of Court Hotel. London, March 
81, 1882. (Mr. Silver is not only a meiuberof the Council of the 
Royal Colonial Institute but, publisher of their Journals). 

The letter to Urn late Archbishop of Canterbury, entitled “An 
Outcome of the Lambeth Conference," foreshadowed in detail, in 
duly, 1882, the nature of some of the. calamities which happened in 
December, 1882, and during tin* past winter in Manitoba and the 
.North-West. It is an octavo pamphlet of 118 pages. An annota¬ 
ted edition is nearly ready for the press, and may bn presented to 
the public during tho ensuing summer, with sufficient verification 
of the very obvious conclusions from the data presented. 

The correspondence relating to the ‘'Emigration of the Unem¬ 
ployed,” is also embodied in an “Outcome of the himbeth Con¬ 
ference." 

Some of the letters enumerated in the foregoing list referred tc 
the contemplated operations of the Duke of Manchester, Sir John 
Lose and others, in relation to the formation of North-West Terri¬ 
tory Land Companies, pointing out the Frauds and the inevitable 
Culf if continued. 

The attention of the Kev’d Mr. Bridger, of Liverpool, and the 
llov’d Mr. Panckridge, of London, is particularly directed to a 
consideration of the opportunities they have possessed for correctly 
informing themselves, bow they have used those opportunities, of 
their relation to the “Colonists’ Handhook,” and of the condition 
of Fuost-Mutilateo Emigrants influenced by them. 
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Appendix R. 


Errata —On page 3, first line in foot note, for “Among the Dead Sea 
fruit of cozening the public servants,” read “Among the Dead Sea fruit 
of cozening public servants.” On page 10, a few typographical etrors. 
easily recognized, will be seen to have escaped correction. 
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